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EDITORIAL 


Notice Of Advance In 


Subscription Price 

Before we began publication of “The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal,” in May, 1942, we 
promised our readers a sixteen-page monthly 
magazine at the subscription price of One 
Dollar per year. However, when we started 
publication, we began with a 24-page paper, 
and, on many occasions, gave 28 and 32 
pages, with an occasional 20-page issue. In 
September, 1945, we began publishing twice a 
month, thus giving our readers twice the num- 
ber of issues, and again proposing to publish 
16-page issues at the subscription price of One 
Dollar per year. However, the September I, 
1945, issue was the only 16-page issue pub- 
lished under this new arrangement. The rea- 
son for this is that we have had such a wealth 
of good material on hand at all times that we 
have felt that we should print as much of it as 
we could possibly get in. For this reason, all 
issues after the September 1, 1945, issue, have 
been more than 16 pages, most of them have 
been 24, 28 and 32 pages. We are still em- 
barrassed by not being able to publish the 
large amount of splendid material that comes 
in to us regularly. Of course, we do not have 
to tell you that the subscription price has never 
met the cost of publication. The difference has 
been met by the donations that have come in 
from those who are definitely interested in The 
Journal's ministry. We praise God for the way 
He has met our every financial need through 
these interested friends. However, due to in- 
creased cost of paper, printing, and other items 
that go into the make-up of The Journal, we 
think it best to raise the subscription price im- 
mediately to $1.50 per year. All past due re- 
newals sent in before April 1 will be accepted 


ry 
eod 


at $1.00 per year. On and after April 1, the 
subscription rate is $1.50 per year. We will ac. 
cept new and renewal subscriptions, received 
in our office before April 1, at the rate of $1.00 
per year. However, you must act quickly to 
take advantage of this special offer. 


‘New Life In The 


Seminaries’ 


The above is the title of an editorial in the 
“Christian Century” of February 19th, an editorial 
both enlightening and disquieting. 


We found it enlightening because it is a frank 
statement by a liberal, of the inadequacy and 
futility of liberal theology in its practical applica 
tion to the need of humanity. We found it re 
freshing because it honestly told the extreme to 
which radical theological training has gone, so that 
they “developed an actual distaste for the more 
fundamental disciplines, such as _ theology and 
church history. Even biblical study lost its attrac: 
tion or was shrunk to a study of the life of Jesus 
and His teachings. Other studies were introduced 
into the curriculum which were more attractive 
because they seemed more contemporaneous am 
therefore more practical. Classes in religious 
cation, religious drama, pastoral counseling, the 
techniques of church administration, and the art 
of radio speaking tend to displace the more rif 
orous discipline of theological education. Theology 
itself was overshadowed by the philosophy of ' 
ligion and the psychology of religion. Throughott 
the whole curriculum the word ‘religion’ became 4 
substitute for and interchangeable with ‘Chris 
tianity.’ ” 


Svangelicals have long known that the above 
situation existed and have deplored it, not only 
because of the travesty of such training for, a” 
in the name of Christian leadership, but also be 
cause of the tragic effect the graduates of thes 
seminaries have on the Church, as_ they have 
entered their ministry lacking both the faith and 
the training necessary for their task, Bub 
evangelicals have found it a thankless task to speak 
out against such training and have been round 
berated for raising the issue. 
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But, despite this frank admission of the bank- 
nptey of radical theological training, we do not 
find the writer turning back to the sure foundation 
of evangelical Christianity, the authority of the 
Word of God. True, there is a frank admission 
that “modern man is lost, and lost in a sense more 
profound than in any epoch since the beginning of 
ihe Christian era,” but this momentous discovery 
tas come from the unassailable facts of modern 
yorld chaos as displayed in our newspapers day by 
jay, and not from the plain statement of the 
Bible, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
jesperately wicked: who can know it”? Evangelical 
theology has believed this, taught it and preached 
i, and has done more; it has unceasingly pro- 
daimed that the one and only cure for sin is the 
blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all 
unrighteousness. Until this basic fact of Chris- 
tianity is admitted, taught and preached, we do not 
have the Gospel. 


Instead of turning away from human philosophy 
and intellectualism to the clearly stated precepts 
of the Bible we find liberalism off again in full 
ery on another trail with a mirage at the end. 


The new goal is ecumenicity—a united Church. 
To this end the “Interseminary Movement” has 
been organized and at the present time four books 
are being circulated among all seminaries and are 
the basis for discussion and teaching among the 
students. Next June, at Miami University, Oxford, 
Ohio, it is expected to bring together 1,000 
seminary students from 125 theological seminaries 
to consider the “crisis in which a divided Protes- 
tantism now stands in relation to the secular 
culture of our time.” 


The “grip of sectarianism” and “petty denom- 
inationalism” will be decried and one great Church 
in which unity and numbers are stressed will be 
held up as the ideal to which these seminary 
students shall work. 


But for its tragic results, one would pass over 
such plans as but another of the many vagaries of 
human philosophy not controlled by the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit. 


If the “ecumenical theology’ contemplated the 
union and the unity of men and churches of like 
precious faith, then we agree with such a ‘theology’ 
with all our hearts. But, the Christian faith is a 
faith in a Person and in a Book and these two 
cannot be separated. Every attempt of man to do 
so has ended in futility. 


As desirable as ecumenicity may be, we believe 
the history of the Christian Church proves without 
controversy that the things which make a Church 
strong and which make it effective in its work in 
the world is what it believes, preaches and lives. 
These foundation doctrines of Christianity are 


fixed, not by the decree of man but by the Word of 
God itself. 


In conclusion, we find this “ecumenical theology” 
offered as a solution for the “inadequacy and 
ineptness of the Protestant ministry.” If the 
Writer had used the term “modernistic Protestant 
ministry” he would have been correct in his desig- 
nation. But, despite the weakness and _ short- 
tomings of the evangelical ministry, the fact re- 
mains that it is they today who continue to hold 
aloft the torch of salvation to a lost and sinning 
World—a salvation which is centered in the One of 

hom it was said, “And thou shalt call his name 


JESUS: for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins.” 


This new life movement in the Seminaries may 
bring about new emphases but unless it founds its 
plans and work on the authority of the Word of 
God it will not bring new LIFE to men who are 
lost and need the Savior. 


It is stated that “these books are now circulating 
in every theological school in North America.” 
Further, “These eminent theologians are thus 
calling their students and seminaries home from the 
far country where they have been wandering for 
more than a generation.” Just how this method of 
infiltration is handled by the authorities of our 
own Seminaries will have far-reaching effect on 
the life of our Church in the next generation. It is 
a question as to which comes first, doctrinal 
integrity or ecumenicity. 


It is our observation that the strongest advocates 
of “ecumenical theology” do not find room in their 
ecumenical fold for those who feel led by the 
Spirit to “earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints.” Herein lies 
food for thought! —L.N.B. 


Redeeming The 
Time 
The writer was making a pastoral call on a very 
sick man who is far enough along in years to be a 
grandfather. He had not been connected with a 


local church, having “left his letter” years ago in 


another community. Terribly ill, he had requested 
a visit from the minister. 


Plainly his life had got out of focus. He ad- 
mitted that frankly. He was pathetically eager to 
feel the presence of his Lord again. New contact 
was established with Him who is “faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9). 


Then the man made a significant observation. 
Said he: “I wish now that I had given more atten- 
tion to my Bible and Bible study.” Pain and the 
near possibility of death corrected his views of 
the important and the unimportant. 


The observation recalled a remark made by an 
elderly lady to her pastor: “If I had my life to 


live over again, I would spend more time in 
prayer.” 


Why can’t we learn from the experience of 
others? We feel that five minutes of prayer a day 
and an occasional reading of a Bible verse is all 
we can spare of time and attention for the means 
of grace. 


It would be safe to say in the case of almost 
every Christian today that he does not take time 
enough for his private devotional exercises. Most 
of us could profitably lecture ourselves frequently 
to this effect: “Today I need above all an hour 
with God before His Word and on my knees; noth- 
ing I can do today is of greater importance.” 


It is very unlikely that any Christian at the 
close of life will regret the time he spent with God 
alone. Surely we are buying back the moments 
that are so easily filled with vain and trivial 
busyness when we devote ourselves to the holy art 
of communion with God. 


—Cary N. Weisiger, III. 
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An Open Letter 


To The Officers And Members Of The Presbyterian Church In The United States 
By Randolph B. Lee — Patrick, S. C. 


Dear Fellow Presbyterians: 


I sincerely hope, in this letter, to call your 
attention to certain vitally important matters now 
pending before our Church; and by so doing to 
open your eyes to the pitfalls which lie before you, 
and our beloved Church. 


Last fall I made a careful study of the printed 
form of the, “Proposed Plan of Re-Union between 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States and 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America,” and then reduced to writing my com- 
ments on this Plan. This article was published in 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal of Weaverville, 
N. C. during December of 1946. 


Since that time it is my understanding, that the 
many attacks on this plan, written by many able 
leaders in our Church, have caused the Committee 
to meet in Atlanta, Georgia, and to completely 
change the printed plan in an effort to remove 
some of its objectionable features. The New Plan, 
as revised, will not be made public until the meeting 
of General Assembly in May, 1947. For that reason 
I am not going to discuss in this letter, the me- 
chanics of any plan. But rather, this broad, plain 
question. “Are We Ready To Liquidate The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church?” 


By the use of the word “liquidate,’’ I want to 
bluntly point out to you, that any form of Organic 
Union between the Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 
and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a Church 
having five times the membership of our Church, 
can mean only one thing: the absolute and 
complete destruction of our beloved Church, 


Let us look at this question from a reasonable 
standpoint. If you combine two churches, two 
business firms, or two states of equal size, the 
resulting combination will reflect many character- 
istics of each, and neither will be able to wholly 
absorb the other. Either member of the union can 
be sure of enough strength in the new body to 
guarantee that the plan under which the union was 
affected, cannot be radically changed without 
their consent. 


Can you believe that the above will be true if 
our Church completes an organic union with an 
Ecclesiastical Body five times as large. Do we 
not face this blunt fact? No matter what fair 
promises may be made to us in order to pursuade 
us to vote for this union, it is reasonable to be- 
lieve that after union is completed we will not 
have enough strength in the proposed New Church, 
to keep the majority from throwing those fair 


promises away, and from writing in any changes 
they wish. 


There are certain conditions under which a small 
church can feel perfectly safe in approaching an 
organic union with another church many times its 
size. 


Now ask yourself this question. Do such condi- 
tions exist in regard to this proposed Re-Union? 
Well let us see. 


(1) Do we see eye to eye in questions of impor. 
tant Doctrines, and in the interpretation and ap- 
plication thereof? 


Let us answer this question this way. After 
reading the infamous “Auburn Affirmation” and 
after realizing that this thoroughly Anti-Christian 
document was signed only twenty-three years ago 
by more than 1293 ordained Ministers of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church; and worst of all, 
after realizing that the said 23 years have been 
allowed to pass quietly without any condemnatory 
action having been taken by any General Assembly 
of that Church; and further that many signers of 
that document have been elevated to high office, 
even the highest office in the gift of that Church; 
after all this we are forced to the conclusion that 
we do not agree on important doctrines of the 
Church. 


(2) Are the interests, problems and the way of 


thinking of our people similar to those of the 
Northern Church? 


Let me answer this question by citing the follow- 
ing facts, which will speak eloquently to the 
members of our Southern Church. 


The U.S.A. General Assembly of 1944, affirmed 
its hope, “That in due time all Synods and Presby- 


teries throughout the Church will become racially 
inclusive.” 


Also, a U.S.A. Presbyterian publication, “The 
Church Times,” for July 21, 1945, records and 
advocates, “The Vermont Experiment.” Under this 
plan Committees of the Synods of Illinois and the 
National Headquarters in Philadelphia, sent 45 
negro children to visit in the white Presbyterian 
homes of five small Illinois Communities. There 
they were entertained for two weeks, just as if 
they were the out-of-town relatives of the white 
hosts. 


The Apostle tells us that God has appointed the 
bounds of each race’s habitation, consequently it 
not the business of the Church to push a program 
that seems to have as its end the amalgamation 
of the races. 


No! I feel sure that I can say very positively, 
that our Southern Presbyterians have different 
interests and problems, and belong to an entirely 
different school of thought from that enjoyed by 
our brethren of the Northern Church. 


(3) What does history show, as to the pat 
conduct of the Northern Presbyterian Church 
towards smaller Churches absorbed by them ™ 
past Organic Unions? 


Let us look at the Union between the Cumb 
erland Presbyterian Church and the Northern 
byterian Church, completed shortly after the tum 
of the Century. 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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The Book Of Numbers 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the sixth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 


Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., 


head of the Department of Hebrew in 


Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The fourth book of the Pentateuch was called 
by the Hebrews In the Wilderness. The designation 
Numbers comes from the Greek translation known 
as the Septuagint, and perculiarly fitting, since 
the book twice mentions the census of the Hebrews 
(chapters 1-3 and 26). It continues the account of 
the journey which was begun in the book of 
Exodus, starting with events which took place on 
the first day of the second month of the second 
year of the exodus, and continuing until the 
eleventh month of the fortieth year. The intervening 
thirty-eight years are only briefly treated, the 
stress being laid upon the commencement and end 
of this period. This is probably because of the fact 
that the generation which lived at this time was 
a condemned one, and Moses speaks of it only in 
so far as it has importance for the proper under- 
standing of the history of redemption. The book 
of Numbers consists of historical narrative, and 
this is interspersed with legal sections. 


Analysis Of Numbers 


For purposes of study the following analysis 
will prove of help. The book of Numbers lends 
itself to a three-fold division, 


1. Preparation for the Departure from Mount 
Sinai. 1:1 - 10:10. 


(a) The census of the people and the duties of 
the Levites. 1:1 - 4:49. 


(b) Special ceremonial regulations. 5:1 - 6:27. 


(ec) The solemn dedication of the tabernacle, the 
consecration of the Levites, and the celebration of 
the Passover as final preparations for the de- 
parture. 7:1 - 9:14. 


(d) The preparation of the signals for the march. 
9:15 - 10:10. 


ll. The Journey from Mount Sinai to the Plains 
of Moab. 10:11 - 22:1. 


(a) The departure from Mount Sinai; incidents 
of the journey to Kadesh-barnea; spies sent into 
the land; the people condemned to wander forty 
years in the wilderness because of its rebellious 
refusal to enter the land of Canaan. 10:11 - 14:45. 


_(b) The thirty-eight years of wandering and 
incidents related thereto 15:1 - 19:22. 


(c) The journey from Kadesh to Moab; the 
death of Miriam and Aaron; the brazen serpent; 
te victory over Sihon and Og, 20:1 - 22:1. 


sits The Events in the Plains of Moab. 22:2- 


(a) The account of Balaam and the worship of 
aal-peor, 22:2 - 25:18. 


(b) Sunday laws; the second census; Joshua to 
be the successor of Moses. 26:1 - 31:54. 


(c) The allotment of the territory east of 
Jordan and a review of the entire journey from 
Egypt. 32:1 - 33:49. 


(d) Various laws; the distribution of the terri- 
tory west of the Jordan. 33:50 -36:13. 


Moses and the Prophets 


In the book of Numbers we find presented the 
Divine teaching concerning the proper status of 
true prophets in ancient Israel (Numbers 12:1-8). 
Because of jealousy Miriam and Aaron complained 
against their younger brother Moses. They were 
envious of his ability to prophesy and found a 
pretext for the expression of their envy in the 
fact that Moses had married a Cushite woman. 


As a result of this jealous complaint upon their 
part the Lord makes known to them the position 
in which the true prophets stand to Moses. Moses 
is declared to be the servant of the Lord, and 
faithful in all His house. Moses, therefore, was 
the greatest figure of the Old Testament dispensa- 
tion. As a result of this unique position he enjoyed 
a particular mode of communication with God. To 
him God spoke face to face and clearly, and 
permitted him to see the “form of the Lord.” 
Only Moses stood in such a relationship to the 
Lord, “And there arose not a prophet since in 
Israe] like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face 
to face.” (Deuteronomy 34:10). It is when we 
remember that Moses occupied such an exalted 
position in the Old Testament economy, that we 
can understand how grievous was the sin of Miriam 
and Aaron in complaining against him. 


The prophets of the Old Testament were not the 
equals of Moses. Rather, they were under him. 
To them God did not speak directly and plainly as 
He did to Moses. To the prophets He spoke in 
dreams and visions and in dark, enigmatic words. 
“If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord 
will make myself known unto him in a vision, and 
will speak unto him in a dream.” (Numbers 12:6). 


The importance of this revelation can hardly be 
overestimated. The Old Testament dispensation, 
the era of Moses, was a period of type and prepara- 
tion. It stood for a witness pointing forward to the 
dispensation of anti-type and fulfillment (cf. He- 
brews 3:6). The prophets, therefore, being under 
Moses, were men of the Old Testement dispensation 
whose words and work pointed forward as types 
to the Messianic age. Since the revelations vouch- 
safed to them were couched oftentimes in dark and 
veiled language, we may rightly expect to find 
obscurity and ambiguity in their language. And 
this is often the case. We need the full light of 
the New Testament revelation in order properly to 
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understand the prophecies of the Old Testament. 
For the correct understanding of the nature of 
prophecy there is hardly a passage that is more 
important and basic than this twelfth chapter of 
Numbers. 


The Numbers Of The Israelites 


It is to be expected that the book of Numbers 
would come under the censure of negative criti- 
cism, and such is actually the case, In the first 
place it is objected that the census taken at Sinai 
(e. g. Numbers 2:32) and that taken at Moab 
(Numbers 26:51) are too nearly equal. In answer 
to this objection it should be replied that this fact 
in reality constitutes an evidence of genuiness. 
For, had the book of Numbers been the work of a 
fabricator, he would either have made the figures 
exactly equal, or else would have sought to make 
the divergence greater, in order to account for a 
supposed increase in the population. It should also 
be noted that, although in the two censuses there 
are many variations (cf. e. g. Naphtali, 2:30 with 
26:50) yet the totals are remarkably close, and 
this fact is an incidental evidence of truthfulness. 


It has been objected that if the number of 
fighting men was about 600,000 (see 2:32), then 
the total population would be about 2,500,000. 
When the Israelites entered Egypt there were only 
70 souls. The length of stay in Egypt, it is said, 
was not sufficient for such a tremendous increase 
in the population. However, this objection is not 
valid, particularly when it is noted that the Bible 
lays nag emphasis upon the rapid increase of the 
people. 


It was also quite possible for this vast multitude, 
whatever its exact size may have been in addition 
to the 600,000 soldiers, to have begun its march in 
one day. No doubt, preparations for the march had 
been under way for some time, and it must be re- 
membered that Pharoah set out after the Israelites 
with 600 “chosen” chariots together with all the 
Egyptian chariots (Exodus 14:7 - 9). The great 
size of the pursuing army makes it evident that the 
Israelites had grown to be a large people. 


The objection has also been raised that not only 
would there not have been room at Mt. Sinai for 
this great multitude but that the wilderness could 
never have provided sufficient sustenance, If, how- 
ever, the mount of the Law is to be identified 
with the traditional mount in the Sinai peninsula 
(i.e. either Jebel Musa or Jebel Ras es-Safsaf) 
then the objection is without force. Before the 
Mount Ras es-Safsaf there is a great plain known 
as Er-Rahah. The present writer has crossed this 
plain and believes it to be some four miles in 
length. It could support a great number of people. 


_Now, it is perfectly true that the peninsula of 
Sinai, as we know it today, could not furnish the 
necessary food to support two million people. But 
the Bible makes it clear that the Israelites were 
nourished in a supernatural way. The production of 
the manna was miraculous. It was God who provided 
for His people that which the wilderness in itself 
probably could not provide. He who would deny 
this miraculous provision must first disprove the 
reality of the supernatural, and this cannot be done. 
There are difficulties to be found in the numbers 
of the people, but the more closely and carefully 
one studies the statements of the book of Numbers, 
the more convinced does he become that he is 
dealing with true and trustworthy history. 
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Balaam The Prophet 


One section (22:2 - 25:18) of the book calls for 
particular comment. It has to do with that mys. 
terious character, Balaam the son of Beor. Balaam 
was not an Israelite but a heathen soothsayer from 
Mesopotamia upon whom the Spirit of God had 
come. The Spirit compelled Balaam, a man who 
would prophesy for gain, to utter words of truth 
concerning Israel] and the coming Messiah (Num. 
bers 24:17). He is a prophet, therefore, not be. 
cause he occupied the office of prophet in Israel, 
but because the Spirit of prophecy took possession 
of him upon this occasion. 


The section treating of Balaam bears internal 
evidence of being very old, There is no sufficient 
reason for denying its authorship to Moses. 


The Mosaic Authorship Of Numbers 


In Numbers 33 we have a remarkable list of the 
camping places of the Israelites, and Moses is 
claimed as its author (note verse 2). This list 
proves to be a strong difficulty in the path of 
analysis into documents, for it does not fit well 
into any of the so-called documents. It was 
evidently compiled by one who knew the journey- 
ings of Israel in detail. It is so completely in har. 
mony with the entire narrative of the exodus and 
the wilderness wanderings that it creates a strong 
presumption in favor of the fact that the author 
of this list was also the author of the entire 
narrative of the journeyings of the Israelites. 


It is true that there are some difficulties in 
attributing the authorship of Numbers to Moses. 
These difficulties, however, appear almost trifling 
when compared with the vastly greater difficulties 
which emerge upon the assumption of some other 
theory of authorship. The book contains laws which 
are evidently intended for people who are dwelling 
in camps (e. g. 10:35, 36; 19:3, 7); it shows an 
acquaintance with Egypt (e. g. the mention of the 
articles of food in 11:5). Moses appears throughout 
as the principal character, and the words of large 
portions of the book are said to have been spoken 
to Moses by the Lord (e. g. 1:1; 2:1; 6:1, ete.) 
The preponderance of evidence, therefore, points 
to Moses as the human author of the book. The 
book of Numbers was written by Moses, and was 
not compiled from different documents, written by 
various authors who lived at different times. It is 
authentic and it is trustworthy. To it, therefore, 
we may turn with the assurance that we are reading 
the words which the Lord spoke unto Moses. 


In Grace A bounding 
(Bunyan) 


In “Grace Abounding,” John Bunyan tells ho¥ 
in a time of fear there fell into his mind this 
sentence “Thy righteousness is in heaven.” Says 
he, “And me thought withal I saw with the eves of 
the soul Jesus Christ at God’s right hand. There, 
I say, was my righteousness; so that whatever | 
was, or whatever I was doing, God could not s 
to me, He wants my righteousness, for that ws 
just before Him. I saw, moreover, that it was nd 
my good frame of heart that made my righteousness 
better, nor yet my bad frame that made my right 
eousness worse; for my righteousness was in 
Christ Himself, ‘The same yesterday, today, 
forever’.” 
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The Legal Superstructure 
Of Christian Doctrine 


By Rev. Prof. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 


University of Mississippi 


In order to express in some manner the ineffable 
tlationship of man to his Maker, Holy Scripture 
resorts to a number of figures. God often compared 
wth a shepherd and mankind with sheep, albeit 
lost and wandering (Ps. 23; Ezek, 34; Luke 15:- 
‘7; John 10:1-16). Frequently the picture is that 
of the civil state, wherein the Eternal is the ruler 
- man is the subject or citizen (Ps. 47; 99; Isa: 
3:15; John 18:36f; Rev. 19:16). Occasionally the 
= conceives of the relationship as that of a 
the of which God is the captain and we are either 
oe passengers or the crew (Heb. 2-10; I Pet. 3:- 
the A very appealing note occurs repeatedly in 
aa symbol of the family: in this God appears 
atlously as father or as husband and humanity 
“a ildren or as spouse, all too often wayward sons 
>. faithless wife (Isa. 54:5; Jer. 3:9; Heb. 

6f; Rev. 21:9). 


a But the most significant, the most recurrent, 
law. 0st adequate metaphor is that of a court of 
‘In this way many legal concepts underly all 


Scriptural theology and thus become relatively more 
important for an understanding of the Christian 
religion than any other, whether pastoral, political, 
military, or societary. This indeed provides the 
framework for Biblical teaching. To say this, how- 
ever, is in no way to depreciate the value and 
usefulness of the other ideas when correctly ap- 
prehended and properly guarded. 


I. The Bible abounds in the language. of a law 
court, of which the description of God as judge 
springs almost immediately to mind, although this 
is far from the only illustration (Heb. 12:23). 
There is reference to the pleading of the case (Ps. 
35:1; 43:1), and to the trial (eg., Matt. 6:13). 
There is reference to the court (Matt. 25:31f) and 
to the presentation of perjured witness (Ex. 10:16; 
Ps. 35:1.) Testimony is offered (Isa. 59:12) and 
counsellors are summoned (Isa. 1:26), An attorney 
for the defense (advocate) is appointed by the 
court (John 14:16, 26; 16:7; I John 2:1, 2). The 
sentence or penalty is pronounced (Jer. 4:12), 
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then remitted or suspended (Ps. 85:2). The law 
book and the unwritten law are both invoked in 
the case (Rom. 2:12-15; Luke 16:27-31). And at 
long last the criminal is legally declared not 
guilty (Rom. 3:20-26; 8:23; Tit. 3:7). 


But mere agreement of the language of the 
Bible with that of a law court is by no means all. 
Many of the richest passages have meaning only 
when the underlying legal framework is realized. 
For example, our Lord’s parable of the insistent 
widow (Luke 18:2-7) makes a negative comparison 
of the sovereign court of the juster Judge of 
heaven with the venality of a certain dilatory 
“justice of the peace.” Revelation 20:11-15 sets 
forth a dramatic scene of the final act of the 
last great assize, the solemn passing of the irrevoc- 
able sentence: the great white throne (or bench) 
emblematic of majesty and awe, the impressive 
entry of the Judge, the opening of the court, the 
reading of the verdict as each cringing defendant 
files into his place before the bar. Psalm 26 is a 
defendant’s plea of not guilty, an appeal to the 
judge to investigate his character and habits to 
substantiate his claims of innocence. The man in 
the case even offers to submit to a judicial ordeal 
to vindicate himself (Ps. 26:6), In Psalm 35 the 
defendant asks the court to appoint a defense at- 
torney and intimates that he has been “framed” 
by his enemies (Ps. 35:11). In Psalm 43 he appeals 
to the court both to investigate and defend 
him. Psalm 119 is a long pedestrian expression of an 
academic lawyer’s delight in the minutiae of the 
law. Job 1:6-12 and 2:1-6 are verses which de- 
scribe a preliminary investigation before a certain 
case comes to trial. The prosecution asks the 
court’s permission to use certain methods to ob- 
tain a conviction. 


It is permissible also to see in the entire epistle 
to the Romans an appeal by a defense attorney 
urging the defendant to plead guilty and throw 
himself on the mercy of the court (Ch. 1,2). As 
a motive to induce the defendant to this action, 
the writer describes in strong language both the 
power of the law (Ch. 5-7) and the graciousness 
of the court (ch. 8). On the basis of acknowledged 
guilt legally removed by the decree of pardon, he 
then pleads with his client to justify the suspended 
sentence by his mode of personal life (ch. 12), his 
civil or political life (ch. 13), his social life 
(ch. 14), and his racial] and class life (ch. 15.) 


In our Lord’s famous parable of the judgment 
(Matt. 25:31-46), we have once more a scene of 
the Divine economy in terms of an earthly law 
court. The Son of man as King and Judge enters 
with His retinue and is solemnly seated on the 
throne of glory as the session is begun. All man- 
kind is summoned to account. By the standards of 
ulterior motives each person is placed on one side 
or the other. This is followed by the dread execu- 
tion of the declared sentence. 


II. So much then for language and metaphor. 
Enough has been said to indicate how integral a 
part of the truth is the essential Scriptural thought 
concerning the relationship between God and man in 
terms of a court of law. It is necessary now to 
analyze this fact and distinguish its component 
features in order to comprehend the nature of 
Biblical theology. 


First, we have the Judge (Heb. 12:23; Dan. 
7:9f.; Rev. 20: 4). This is Almightly God Himself. 
Of this fact there is no doubt nor is there any 


—— 


hesitancy concerning it in Holy Writ. In fact it js 
so emphatically asserted that the Psalmist dares 
to intimate that earthly judges hold their places 
in a manner of speaking, as vice-gerents of the 
Eternal (Ps. 82), that earthly courts are real 
though pale, reflections of the Divine justice. 


By and large the defendant is sinful man, but 
so also are the rebel angels (Jude 6). The charge 
is sin, rebellion, treason, disloyalty, violation of 
the precepts of the Almighty by thought, word, 
deed, or omission (Jas. 2:10; 4:17; I John 3:4), 
All men have contravened the law of God, so all 
stand guilty before the bar of heaven. (Matt, 
25:32; Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10). 


The chief prosecution is Satan, the Adversary 
(Job 1:9-11; 2:4f.). Deprived of his _primatial 
splendor, he seeks to ensnare man and discredit 
him in the face of the Supreme Judge; yet with 
all his enmity to the court he still acts as its in- 
strument. (I Kings 11:15,23; I Pet. 5:8). He is 
personally interested in the trial and will go to 
most extreme measures to secure a conviction. 


The defense is also a court appointee for the 
reason that the defendant has no real defense. 
There are no extenuating circumstances (Ron. 
1:20); there are no additional merits which might 
tilt the balance of justice and outweigh his guilt 
(Rom. 3:12; Luke 17:10); he has no resources 
other than those already in the hands of the 
Divine Judge (I Chron. 29:14). The court there 
fore has appointed an adequate defense, indeed a 
two-fold advocacy in the Persons of the ‘Eternal 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Both are designated by 
the title Paraclete, that is, attorney (John 14:16, 
26; 15:26; 16:7). Their “division of labor” may 
be thus roughly assessed: the Redeemer is to be 
the public pleader of the case at the bar of God 
the Father (I John 2:1; Heb. 7:25); the Holy 
Spirit is to serve the less spectacular function of 
quietly pleading with the human heart to accept the 
appointed defense (Luke 12:12; Acts 5:32), com 
fess its guilt (Rom. 15:13, 16), and appeal to the 
mercy of the court (Rom. 5:5). 


The witnesses summoned by the court to give 
evidence are numerous. Creation itself, earth and 
heaven, takes the stand against man (Job 20:27; 
Deut. 4:26; 30:19; 31:28). Defendants testify 
against each other (Isa. 6:5; Amos 5:1). And God 
the Judge, the Source of all knowledge, also 
presents facts in the case (/Ps. 50:7; Deut. 8:19). 
Many of the criminals admit their evil (I John 
1:9; Ps. 32:5). The testimony is overwhelming 
(Gal. 3:10-12). 


Both the defense and the prosecution rest (Ezek: 
7:1-6). The Judge summarizes (e. g., Isa. 3 
Malachi entire). None can plead ignorance of the 


_law, for all have known it (Rom. 1:20). The ca# 


is ready to go to the jury. But it is important 1 
note that there is no jury nor any need of one, fot 
the decision is a foregone conclusion, The verdict 
is, “Guilty as charged” (Rom. 3:23). 


Before we turn to the sentence it will be wel 
to indicate the law book by which the case is tt 


-and determined. There are in fact two such boo 


or rather two codifications of the one supernalit 
law: nature and the Bible (Rom. 2:14f.; Ps. 19: 
II Tim. 3:15-17). Both are revelations of the 7 
of God. Even in civil law we say, “No one - 
doubt that the will of the prince has the Re 
law.” Hence we doubt not also that the will 0 
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gvereign Creator of all things is the law of God. 
this will or law was first made known in nature 
(including human nature), then supplemented and 
interpreted by the special expression of it, namely, 
the Holy Scriptures (Rom. 2:14f.; Ps. 19:1; II 
Tim. 3:15-17). All men have access to the testi- 
nony of the natural revelation, particularly that 
of conscience (Rom. 1:20), And an ever increasing 
mmber have the Word made available to them. 
No one may therefore pretend ignorance: the 
violation of the law of God is always and every- 
where wilful rebellion (Rom. 2:14f.; 3:9f.; 8:8). 


In the treatment of the case so far only one 
tial has been protrayed. In reality there is a series 
of three trials described in the Bible: first, the 
ial under the covenant of works (see the Hebrew 
of Hos. 6:7); second, that under the covenant of 
gace (Rom, 6:14); and, third, the last grand 
size (Matt. 25:31-33). There are therefore 
three sentences also, separate but not unrelated. 
The sentence in the first case was death (Gen. 
2.17). The second trial was in the nature of an 
appeal by the attorney for the defense (Heb. 
12:24). The sentence, however, is still death, but 
executive clemency has been extended and a chosen 
number formally pardoned (Rom. 9:15, 18). The 
sentence at the third trial will come after the 
manner of a “declaratory judgment,” a full, public 
vindication of the majesty of God and the awful- 
ness of the criminal’s offense (Rev. 20:11-15). 

the consummation, the 
execution of the previous sentence of life ever- 
asting or eternal death, from which there will and 
can be no appeal (Rev. 22:11). 


It will be noted immediately that this Scriptural 
trial cannot be absolutely paralleled by action in 
an American court, or for that matter by a case in 
any one human court ever known on earth, whether 
tivil, martial, or ecclesiastical. It is true that 
there are many similarities, important ones, but not 
complete identification. The “mixed” character of 
this Divine court will have already been made clear. 


. The Judge sits as 

king (Ps. 89:18), the 

(Ex. 34:14), even as jury 

3). The first attorney for the defense 

omes not only in that capacity, but also as the 
penal substitute who endured the fullness of the 
xecuted sentence (II Cor. 5:21) and also as the 
uardian or protector of the defendant duly ap- 
pointed by the court (John 17:6, 12). Other 
lefendants even take the stand as’ witnesses and 
thus share in the prosecution (Amos 5:1). As for 
pity we have intimated that there is none, yet 
ecasionally one can feel vaguely as though the 
ase were being presented to one. At times there- 
ore it seems there is a jury composed of the 
onselence (II Cor. 5:11), the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
#30), the created world (Isa. 1:2), the angels 
eres 1:7), and even God Himself (Zech. 


There have been four theories as to the 
mpetency of a court to try a case. First, there 
— view that a suspect should be tried by the 
heenced power (forum laesae maiestatis). Second, 
“te is the belief that he should be tried only by 
“ authority which has original legal jurisdiction 
*r him (forum ligeanteae). Third, some hold 

y be tried by the power that apprehends 


him (forum reprehensionis). And, lastly, some 
hold that he should be tried by the power of the 
place where the crime was committed (forum 
delicti commissi). In the case of the Divine trial 
which we are considering, the court shares 
characteristics of all four: the scene is God’s world 
(Ps. 24:1); it is God Who seizes and holds the 
rebel men and angels (II Pet. 2:4; Matt. 13:29f., 
41); it is to God that primary lawful allegiance is 
owed (Rev, 11:15, 17); and God is clearly the 
“offended majesty” (Ps. 2:2). However, the Divine 
court is most definitely and clearly a combination 
of the forum laesae maiestatis and the forum 
ligeanteae (Rom. 11:36). 


III. With the preceding facts in mind it is 
difficult to understand any depreciation of the legal 
substructure of Christian theology. These Scriptural . 
facts become highly significant when we seek to 
comprehend the Christian system. 


In the Old Testament the dominant personality 
is Moses, the law-giver or rather the one who 
transmits and sets down the law of God. His 
imprint is discernable not only in the Mosaic 
Pentateuch but throughout the Psalms and prophets, 
as elsewhere. The priests of Israel persistently 
maintained the ritual requirements of the law; the 
prophets constantly summoned men back “to the 
law and to the testimony” (Isa. 8:20) as to the 
touchstone of morality and religion; and the poets 
magnified for all time the majesty of the law. The 
law (Torah) became to the Jewish, as to the later 
Christian, mind the “full, perfect, and sufficient” 
embodiment of the will of God (Heb. 4:12). 


In the New Testament the eminent personality 
of St. Paul overshadows the other mortals who 
walk through its pages. And he is par excellence the 
apostle of the law, in spite of his opposition to 
the confining strictures of the Jewish ceremonial 
precepts. He rightly distinguishes between reliance 
upon the law as a means of meriting the favor of 
God and obedience to the law as the standard of 
Christian behavior (Rom. 3:20-28; 7:7-25) or as 
the instrument which will destroy our pride and 
bring us penitently to the foot of the cross (Gal. 
3:25). Even the epistle to the Galatians, that 
magnificent charter of Christian liberty, becomes 
an instrument to bring us under what St. James 
so aptly calls “the royal law” (Jas. 2:8; Gal. 5:14). 


Down through the centuries the followers of our 
Lord have recognized this legal framework of their 
religion and have followed in the train of the 
Biblical legists from the partriarch Moses to the 
apostle Paul. Tertullian (c. 160—c. 240), the 
flaming North African advocate turned apologist, 
devoted his finely trained mind to the vigorous 
defense of Christianity and thereby moulded the 
Latin language into a fit vehicle of systematic 
Christian thought for ever. St. Ambrose (c. 333- 
397), the “policeman” made bishop, diverted the 
stream of Roman law, order, and government into 
the tradition of the Western Church. And even the 
emperor Justinian (527-565), issuing his never- 
to-be-forgotten Code of Civil Law, re-promulgated 
the only legal primary, and unalterable definition 
of the Christian faith ever made. 


Throughout the Middle Ages theologian after 
theologian arose to maintain the pure faith in its 
essential legal framework against the tendencies of 
emotionalists, rationalists, and heretics. And when 
we come to the Reformation period, we find the 
same stress among the Protestant leaders. Arch- 
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bishop Cranmer, drawing up his Reformation of 
Ecclesiastical Laws, intended to be the English 
Canon Law, modelled it after Justinian’s Code. 
John Calvin, trained as a French lawyer, eagerly 
embraced the structure of Justinian’s Institutes 
(a part of the Code) as the general outline of his 
Institutes of the Christian Religion. This acknow- 
ledgment of the substratum of legal principle 
reached its culmination in that most widely ac- 
cepted of all the Reformed statements of faith, 
the Second Helvetic Confession, which quoted in 
full the imperial edict placed by Justinian in the 
first chapter of the first book of his Code, 


Thus the legal strain in the Christian religion has 
been recognized in all ages of the church and 
Christian theology has accepted Roman law with 
_open arms. One cannot but ask the reason for both 
these phenomena. The answer springs immediately 
to the lips: it is solely and simply because the 
essential and enduring expression of the Christian 


— 


religion is in legal concepts. Christian theo} 
can best be comprehended and adequately jp. 
terpreted only in terms of the Divine court scene 
described in the preceding paragraphs. This forensic 
picture is the Christian religion. 


Conclusion 


In the present day we are in danger of losing 
this foundation. Our emotionalists and mystics 
prefer the warmer figure of the family or the 
Oriental shepherd and his flock. Our rationalists 
are attracted by the portrait of the civil state or 
the ship sailing through troublous waters. Ou 
heretics would abolish all systematic treatments in 
the feigned interest of “liberty, equality, and 
fraternity.” But orthodox believers will hold the 
more firmly to the clear-cut Biblical represents. 
tion of the Divine Judge, the guilty human de 
fendant, and the Divine-human Advocate, Who js 
also the penal substitute. 








Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 6: The Risen 
Lord And His Disciples 


(Easter) 
Scripture: John 


18:38-42; 20-21, Devotional 
Reading: I Cor. 15:12-19. 


In a series of statements beginning with “if” 
Paul shows us the supreme importance of the 
Resurrection to the Christian, (See Devotional 
Reading). “The Resurrection of Christ from the 
dead is the ONE MOST IMPORTANT item in the 
whole fund of human knowledge: the grand event 
of the ages, toward which all previous history 
moved, and in which all subsequent history finds its 
meaning.” (This and many other quotations in this 
lesson are taken from “Pocket Bible Handbook,” 
by H. H. Halley). 


“Ts it a fact? Did He really rise from the dead? 
If he did not, what became of his body? If enemies 
stole it, they would have produced it, for they 
stopped short of nothing to discredit the story, even 
to the murdering of those who told it. If friends 
stole it. they would have known they were believing 
a lie: but men do not become martyrs to what they 
know to be false.” 


“Could it not be that the resurrection was a 
later addition to the story of Christ, invented years 
later to glorify a dead hero? It is known from 
historical records outside the Scripture that the 
sect known as Christians came into existence in 
the reign of Tiberius, and that the thing that 
brought them into existence was their belief that 
Jesus had risen from the dead. The resurrection is 
not a later addition to the Christian faith, but 
the very cause and start of it. They rested their 
faith, not on records, but on what they had seen 
with their own eyes. The records were the result 
of their faith, not the cause of it.” 


May we quote from a few well known men; 
“Altho a mystery which cannot be dissipated rests 
on the manner of the resurrection, the fact of the 
resurrection can no more be brought into doubt 
than the assassination of Caesar’; Edersheim, 
“The resurrection of Christ may unhesitatingly be 
pronounced the best established fact in history;” 
Ewald, “Nothing is more historically certain than 
that Jesus rose from the dead and appeared agail 
to his followers;” John A. Broadus, “If we do not 
know that Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead, 
we do not know anything historical whatever.” 


“Dead and Buried.” John 19:38-42. Before there 
can be a resurrection there must be the fact of 
death. Read the account of that death as given by 
John in the verses just preceding, and no doubt 
can remain as to His actual death, The soldiers 
saw that He was already dead, but to make sure, 
“one of the soldiers pierced His side with a sped, 
at once there came out blood and water.” 
was not only done to fulfill prophecy that no bore 
should be broken, and that they should look 
him whom they had pierced, but was addition 
proof of his death. 


Then we have His burial described for us ¥ 
verses 38-42, and Matthew tells of the putting o 
the stone, the sealing of the tomb, and the placilg 
of the guard. Exhausted as Jesus was, it wo 
have been impossible for Him,” in a swoon” to rel 
away the stone and come forth. The reality of His 
death and burial is beyond doubt to any hone 
mind which examines the evidence. 


Some events of the Resurrection Morest 
Chapter 20. John only gives part of what 1 
place. (For a fine summary of all these eveld 
see Halley’s Handbook, Page 348). 


to the tomb and seeing that the stone was rm 
away. Other women were with her. She ruls 
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tell Peter and the other disciples. Peter and John 
run to the sepulehre. John, stooping down, saw 
the linen clothes lying; Peter arriving a little later, 
goes into the sepulchre and sees the linen clothes, 
and also the napkin wrapped together in a place 
by itself. John then goes in, “and he saw and be- 
lieved.” He seems to be the first to believe. 


Jesus now appears to Mary, after the disciples 
had gone away to their own home. She supposes 
at first that he is the gardener, recognizes Him 
when He ealls her name. “Touch me not” is His 
command to her, but later on the others “took 
hold of his feet and worshipped Him,” and that 
evening he said to his disciples, “handle me and 
see that it is I myself.” 


In Verses 19-25 we have His appearance to the 
disciples, Thomas being absent. Notiee that His 
body is the same, although changed; it has the 
marks in His hands, feet, and side. 


“Hath He marks to lead me to Him, 
If He be my Guide? 

In His feet and hands are wound-prints, 
And His side.” 


One week later He appears again to the disciples, 
Thomas being present, and “Doubting Thomas” is 
thoroughly convinced. “No modern critic could 
possibly be more scientific than Thomas.” 


Verses 30-31 tell the purpose of the book. 


One of the most convincing proofs of the fact 
of the resurrection is the slowness of the disciples 
themselves to believe the glorious truth. We give 
a short summary of this evidence. (See more fully, 
Halley, Page 409). 


They were certainly not expecting it, although 
Jesus had repeatedly foretold that He would rise 
—they did not realize what “rising from the dead” 
meant. When the women went to the tomb, it was 
not to see if He was risen—that was far from 
their thoughts—but to anoint a dead body. 


John seems to be the only one who believed at 
the sight of the empty sepulchre. (20:8). 


Mary Magdalene thought only that someone had 
removed the body. 


The report of the women seemed “idle tales” to 
the disciples. 


When the two from Emmaus told of His ap- 
pearance to them, “neither believed they, them.” 


They did not believe Peter, after he reported: it 
all seemed incredible to them. 


When He appeared to the Ten they thought He 
was a “Ghost,” or “‘Spirit,’’ and He had to ask them 
to handle Him, and ate before them. 


We are familiar with Thomas’ unbelief. 


They all came to believe it in spite of themselves. 
“This renders untenable any possibility that the 
story was born of an excited and expectant imag- 
ination. There is no conceivable way to account 
for the origin of the story except that it was an 
actual fact.” 


Peter and the Risen Christ. Chapter 21. He 
now appears to seven of the disciples “at the 
sea of Tiberias,” but He deals with Peter in a 


special way. This was to be expected. Peter was 
the leader of the twelve; he had denied his Lord 
three times. It was necessary that there should be 
some heart-searching experience for this man if 
he was to again be their leader and spokesman. 


We have space to but touch on two or three 
things: read, ponder, and apply to our own hearts 
this most familiar conversation between the Great 
Shepherd and this under shepherd who was to 
feed His sheep and lambs. 


May we note these simple lessons: 


_ Three times Peter had denied his Lord; three 
times comes the question, “lovest thou Me’? 


The Savior adapts His word for love to Peter’s 
lower word, and Peter is grieved. Is it because the 
Master uses this word, or because of the thrice 
repeated question? 


“More than these.’”’ Some have thought that Jesus 
was speaking of his fishing business. We fee] that 
He is reminding Peter of his boast that even if 
all the other disciples left Him, he would remain 
loyal. He seemed to think then that his love for 
Christ was stronger than the love of the others, 


“Love” and “Feed.” Notice these two words. 
Love comes first. We cannot feed the sheep until 
we .love the Shepherd. Love lies at the basis of 
service for our Savior. Shall we not ask our 
hearts the same question that Jesus asked Peter, 
“Lovest thou Me’’? 


Lesson For April 13: The 
Kingdom Established 


Scripture: I Samuel 9-19; 28; ‘31. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 33:12-22. 


Let us remember these two verses from our De- 
votional Reading as we study our lesson today: 
Ps. 33:12, “Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the Lord; and the people whom he hath chosen 
for his own inheritance,” and 33:16, “There is no 
king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty 
man is not- delivered by much strength.” The 
Young People-Adult Topic is, “Bases of National 
Greatness.” These verses suggest a True Base 
and a False Base. We are afraid that most nations 
are resting on the False Base. On which base is 
our nation resting: on God or on men? 


In Saul, Israel’s first king, we have an example 
to be avoided, a warning to be heeded. He is one 
of several men in the Bible who began well, but 
ended as tragic failures, In contrast to Saul we 
_ David emerging as the king after God’s own 
neart. 


Samuel meets Saul. Chapter 9. Samuel, one of 
the greatest and best of God’s servants, teacher, 
prophet and king-maker, deeply hurt and grieved 
over the request of Israel for a king, nevertheless 
carries out God’s instructions as to the selection, 
anointing, and crowning of the new ruler of His 
people. 


9:2 describes the man Saul: “a choice youné 
man, and a goodly: and there was not among the 
children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from 
his shoulders and upward he was higher than any 
of the people’ — “every inch a king,” as far 
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physical perfection can make one a king. We are 
told the interesting, but strange story of the 
meeting of these two men—the aged Samuel, the 
“Seer,” and the “goodly” young man, Saul. “So 
Saul did eat with Samuel that day.” 


Samuel Anoints Saul. Chapter 10. “Then Samuel 
took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and 
said: “Is it not because the Lord hath anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance.” Then fol- 
lows some predictions which were soon fulfilled, 
and also this promise: “And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall come upon thee—and thou shalt be turned 
into another man.” “God gave him another heart” 
(Vs. 9) He was a changed man: he prophesied, 
so that the people said in surprise, “Is Saul also 
among the prophets’? This changed heart seems 
to have been an endowment of kingly qualities, thus 
fitting him for his office, rather than a changed 
nature, for we soon find some very ugly traits of 
character showing themselves. 


“Behold, he hath hid himself among the stuff” 
—here is one good quality in the new king— 
humility. 


“And Samuel called the people together unto 
the Lord to Mizpah,” and there, after reminding 
them of their sin in rejecting God as their King, 
he proceeds to select Saul and set him before them 
as their king, “and all the people shouted, and 
said, God save the king.’”’ He told them the manner 
of the kingdom and wrote it in a book—a sort of 
constitution for the new kingdom—and sent the 
people away. 


The acceptance of Saul was not unanimous: “a 
band of men whose hearts God had_ touched,” 
went with him: “the children of Belial said, “How 
shall this man save us?” 


Saul’s Victory Over the Ammonites, Chapter 11. 
An opportunity soon came for Saul to show “the 
children of Belial.’”’ Nahash, the Ammonite, came 
up and encamped against Jabesh-Gilead. Messengers 
came to Saul and the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and gathering an army he slew the Ammonites 
and rescued Jabesh-Gilead. The people in their 
enthusiasm wanted to slay the men who had 
objected to Saul, but he magnanimously replied, 
“There shall not a man be put to death today: for 
today the Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel.” 
He is starting out well: courage and leadership, 
coupled with a forgiving spirit toward his enemies 
within Israel, and a recognition of the Lord as the 
real Savior of the nation. What a king Saul would 
have made if he had continued as he began! 


Samuel’s Address to Israel. Chapter 12. This 
chapter is a sort of interlude, before the history 
of Saul is continued. Samuel speaks to Israel, 
clearing himself of all charges of dishonesty or 
corruption, showing them that it was God who had 
saved them from their enemies, and reminding 
them again of their sin in rejecting such a God 
and demanding a king. The Lord sent thunder and 
ram in the harvest time to signify the greatness 
of their sin. Having stirred them in this way to 
repentance and fear, he comforts and encourages 
them. He closes his address with these touching 
and solemn words: “Moreover as for me, God 
forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and 
the right way: only fear the Lord, and serve him 
in truth with all your heart: for consider how 
steat things he hath done for you. But if ye shall 


do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and 
your king.” 

Saul Begins his Downward Course. Chapter 13. 
It seemed a rather small sin. but it showed an 
impatient, hasty, headstrong, presumptuous spirit 
in the new king. It called forth a severe rebuke 
from Samuel, “Thou hast done foolishly: thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the Lord—thy 
kingdom ‘shall not continue.” Saul’s excuse reveals 
his heart: “Because I saw—the people were 
scattered—thou camest not—the Philistines gath- 
ered themselves.” Saul walked by sight, not by 
faith. How different was the attitude of Jonathan 
in ‘the next chapter! (The writer will always 
remember how Dr. Theron H. Rice brought out 
this in our class in the Seminary). 


Jonathan’s Venture of Faith. Chapter 14. Jona- 
than was one of the noblest men in the Bible—a 
big-hearted, generous man, a “lovely character,” 
full of faith and courage. He and his armor-bearer 
venture forth on faith—‘“for there is no restraint 
to the Lord to save by many or by few—it may be 
that the Lord will work for us.” The Lord did work 
for them; a great victory followed. Saul almost 
spoiled the victory by his rash and unnecessary 
vow. The people took matters in their own hands 
and saved Jonathan who had unwittingly eaten 
some honey. (Read this). 


Saul’s Great Act of Disobedience. Chapter 15. 
Saul is sent forth as God’s executioner to utterly 
destroy the Amalekites. When nations fill up their 
cup of iniquity, God, the Judge and Sovereign of 
all the earth, has to destroy them, When we read 
of the terrible corruption in these “Seven Con- 
demned Nations’ we wonder that God waited as 
long as He did. In this chapter we have the well- 
known words: “Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 
These are words to remember always when we 
worship God. The sentence is pronounced: “Be- 
cause thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, 
he hath also rejected thee from being king.” 


Another King Chosen. Chapter 16. God sends 
Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint David as king. He is 
chosen from among his brethren, the youngest of 
them all. The Spirit of the Lord came upon David. 
He departed from Saul. From that time an evil 
spirit takes possession of Saul. David comes to 
the court where he plays upon his harp and the 
evil spirit temporarily leaves the king. Music has 
great power over the souls of men. 

David and Goliath. Chapter 17, This is one of 
the favorite chapters for children, and we older 
folk who are but “grown-up children.’ Notice the 
jealousy of David’s brothers. It reminds us of 
Joseph and his brethren, Envy and jealousy play 
a big part in history. Saul driven mad by it: 
David’s brothers angered, especially Eliab. 


Love and Envy. Chapters 18-19. We are not 
surprised that David loved Jonathan: how could 
he help it? But the love of Jonathan for David is 
indeed wonderful—so unselfish, so overwhelming. 
Even the spirit of envy which could not quench 
such love. 


Saul is eaten up by envy which turned to anger 
and murder. He tries again and again to kill David 
and he has to flee. 

The Awful End of Saul. Chapters 28 and 31. 
Saul, such a promising man, ends life a witch-seeker 
and suicide. What a warning for us! 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For April 


With this series of topics for April we are be- 
ginning a new church year, and times of begin- 
ning are always times for fresh resolve to make 
our young people’s society the best in the world. 
The following has been offered by some one as a 
good recipe for making an A-1 young people’s so- 
ciety. It may seem a little odd at first, but think it 
over, ask yourself if your group has all the neces- 
sary ingredients, and see what you can do about 
supplying what is lacking. I believe that if you 
try to supply what is lacking in your group, ac- 
cording to this recipe, you will find that as you 
supply what is lacking many of your problems are 
being automatically solved. Here it is: 


Four cups daily Bible readers, four cups daily 
prayers, two cups of enthusiasm, two cups of am- 
bition, one cup of desire, two cups of Tithers, one 
hour weekly meeting for preparation, one pound 
of energy, one teaspoon each of inspiration and 
perspiration. 


Good young people’s groups and meetings just 
don’t happen, they need all of these factors. Who 
will supply them in your group if you don’t? 


April 6: The Living Christ Asks 
“Whom Shall I Send?” 


Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 

He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in His way; 

He has no tongues but our tongues 
To tell men how He died; 

He has no help but our help 
To bring them to His side. 


All during the days to come we ought to keep 
linked in our minds two verses from the Word of 
God. In John’s Gospel we have the record of how 
Jesus said to His disciples: “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do; and greater works than these will He do, 
because I go to the Father.” (John 14:12). And 
link with this the opening words of the Book of 
the Acts, Luke says: “In the first book, O Theo- 
philus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach.” (Acts 1:13). Linking these two verses 
together we see this marvelous, challenging truth: 
Those of us who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
do not go out to serve alone in our own strength, 
but rather we go out to let the risen, living Christ 
work through us those same things that He did 
while here on earth preaching, teaching and heal- 
ing. We have become His hands, His feet, His 
body, as it were, for service. While here Christ 
served only in the local area of Palestine, but now 
through all believers He is working throughout all 
the world. 


This is our opportunity—to be the instrument 
with which God makes Himself and His purposes 
known and active in the world. But God won’t 


force Himself on us, we must yield ourselves to 
Him in surrender, and we need to remember that 
if we hold back ourselves for selfish pleasure and 
personal interests we suffer loss, but the plan of 
God goes on. 


As we face this topic this week we need to see 
this truth in the Word of God, and it is no more 
clearly set forth anywhere in the Bible than it js 
in the Book of Esther, a book that does not even 
mention the name of God. Our Scripture Lesson 
must be taken from Esther. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Esther 4:12-19) 


Some one should tell the story of Esther up to 
Chapter 4, Verse 12, then the passage should be 
read and studied. The following outline will help: 

1. A People Under Condemnation. The Jews in 
the land were under the verdict of condemnation 
from the king and there was nothing that they 
could do for themselves. In the world today we 
see so much suffering, sorrow and injustice be 
cause men are under the condemnation of sin and 
can not help themselves. Sin in the human heart 
is the root and all our troubles are the fault. We 
do not need to merely prune the branches that 
give fruit, but we need to do away with the root. 


2. A Person With Opportunity, Esther in the 
court of the king had an opportunity to do some 
thing to help out her people. What she could do 
was not according to the natural law of the land, 
nor could she see how it might turn out. But she 
had an opportunity to help. We who have the Lord 
Jesus Christ have an opportunity to help a con- 
demned race by means of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Believing on a Saviour crucified in 
the long ago does not seem to matter much ac- 
cording to a world bound by natural law, but that 
Gospel is still the power of God to those who be 
heve. If we really have the true Gospel we are 4 
people with an opportunity to help. 


3. A Principle That Always Works. 4:13-14. (a) 
The certainty of judgment. Mordecai sent word in 
to Esther that she could not escape by keeping 
quiet, for if she missed her opportunity she and 
her house would suffer loss. If we have the Gospel 
and muff our opportunity to share it with others 
we are certain of suffering loss for our failure. 
(b) The certainty of divine purpose. Mordecai als0 
reminded Esther that if she kept quiet, deliver 
ance would come from somebody else. God has no 
hands now but those that are yielded to Him in 
love, but if you or I withhold our love and service 
that does not mean the purpose of God will be de 
feated. No man can stay the hand of God. (c) The 
certainty of responsibility. We have an opp0- 
tunity. If we neglect it we shall suffer loss and the 
purpose of God shall go on without us. But our at 
titude should be one of urgent expectancy. “Who 
knows but what God has brought us to the king 
dom for just such a time as this. Christ would 
send us, that is what we are here for, and 0 
more glorious, thrilling, adventurous thing ca 
come into our lives than to be yielded instrumen’s 
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in the hand of God for service to this needy day 
and age. 
Suggestions 


The leader of this program should plan it in 
such a way that the young people will feel strongly 
two things: the personal presence of the living 
Christ, and His appealing personally to them for 
surrender and service. The needs of the world are 
many and the program of the Church is varied in 
the opportunities presented for service. But the 
real appeal that moves to full service is an assur- 
ance of the presence of the living Christ and the 
sense of His personal commission and call. 


——_—_>—__ 


April 13: Here Am I - Send Me 


Some one has written the following verse: 


God has His best gifts for the few 
Who dare to stand the test. 

His second choice He has for those 
Who will not have His best. 


I am sure that the first two lines of this little 
verse are true. God has His best for all those who 
will] surrender their all and follow wherever He 
leads. But I wonder about the next two. If we re- 
fuse to receive His best do we not refuse Him al- 
together? Can we say to God: “I will not do this 
for you,” but “I will do that.” If I tell my little 
girl to go into the living room and get my hat for 
me as I am leaving for the office and she says, 
“No, Daddy, I won’t go get your hat but I’d just 
love to go get you a glass of water in the kitchen,” 
has she obeyed me? 


God has given His only begotten Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to die for us, and when we receive 
Christ we are no longer our own, we have been 
bought with a price; therefore we should surrender 
ourselves — body and spirit — wholly to the Lord 
Jesus Christ to do what He says and go where He 
says. If we don’t consider His wishes and merely 
serve through the Church according to the course 
of least resistance are we really serving Him? We 
need to say: “Here am I, Lord, send me.” But we 
don’t do that because it takes more than merely 
saying that, We must say it out of the same kind 
of experience in which Isaiah said it long ago. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Isaiah 6:1-6) 


1. A Humbling Conviction. Verse la. Uzziah had 
reigned 52 years in a strong and fruitful reign, 
but he disobeyed the Lord and died a leper. We 
must realize that all the glory of the flesh is not 
enduring but withers with the grass, and that only 
those who do the will of God abide. 


2. A Glorious Vision. Verses 1b-4. When we see 
the sinfulness and weakness of man we must fol- 
low that with a vision of the holiness and power 
of God. Until we have seen God in all His beauty 
and power we are afraid to trust Him because the 
splendor of men seems more real and enduring. 


3. A Sincere Confession. Verse 5. When we see 
the weakness of man in the light of the holiness of 
God we must all confess our own sin and failures, 
and the failures of the men of our world. 


4. A Great Salvation. Verses 6-7, When we 
have come to the end of self and confess our sin 


we are ready to truly receive the Saviour. When 
we do we have a great salvation. Three of the ele- 
ments are here seen: 


(a) The sin is forgiven. Verse 7 R. V. The word 
means covered. His sin was covered by the blood 
of the sacrifices that pointed forward to the Lamb 
of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, who has forever put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself for us. 


(b) Thine iniquity is taken away. Verse 7. Sin’s 
guilt is not only forgiven, but the cause of sin is 
dealt a death blow. The righteousness of God is 
bestowed upon us and we are complete in Christ. 


(c) This hath touched thy lips. Verse 7. The 
guilt of sin removed, the righteousness of God be- 
stowed, and then the endument with power, sealed 
for service by the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 1:13) 


5. A Definite Commission. Verse 8. After God 
has shown us the weakness and sinfulness of man, 
made known His own power and glory, moved us 
to confession of sin and saving faith, then God 
asks the question which was our topic last week 
and we should answer with the words of Isaiah, 
which form our topic this week. 


Suggestions 


This program should be presented and the pas- 
sage studied in a clear and uncompromising way. 
God does not call young people who have never 
been born again into world service for Christ, nor 
does He call young people simply because they 
happen to be in the church. To the unsaved God 
simply sends forth the call to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But when a young person has truly 
had an experience of humbling conviction about 
sin, seen a vision of God in Christ, confessed his 
sin and trusted the Lord Jesus Christ for pardon, 
rurity and power, then God is calling such a one 
in the words of our topic and stands ready to give 
a definite commission. The best way to be sure that 
young people will not be in the church ten years 
from now is to try to apply to the unsaved the ex- 
hortations that God gives to the saved. 


ee 


Listen Boys - And Girls Too! 


Here in the Deep South is a rapidly growing 
city and that means that the Sunday School rooms 
and also the church auditorium of the old First 
Church are too crowded. Yes, this is the “Bible 
Belt” and all the denominations seem to have a 
good church attendance. 


The lot has been purchased and a fund started 
for this First Presbyterian Church to build a 
larger plant. From time to time the Pastor urges 
the Sunday School boys and girls to have a share 
in giving to this worthy cause. Wish you could 
have seen the smile on the Pastor’s face as he an- 
nounced recently that a ten-year-old boy had given 
a War Bond to the Building Fund. He had saved 
every nickel, dime and quarter he had earned for 
taking care of his baby brother and not one cent 
did he keep for himself. 


In another church we visited there was in each 
Sunday School classroom a large white cardboard 
on which was drawn the outline of a church build- 
ing. Each time a pupil gives a nickel to the build- 
ing fund a brick (stamp) is added. Of course these 
boys and girls are enjoying seeing the (financial) 
walls of their church gradually rising, At present 
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this church group is worshiping in a residence, but 
their lot is already purchased, and they hope soon 
to begin the erection of their new church. Just at 
present, building materials are both too scarce and 
too expensive. 

The statement has been made that statistics 
show this to be the most rapidly growing city in 
the South. Wonder if you can locate it? 


— 


Now I’ve saved the best to tell you last. This 
ten-year-old boy first gave the money he had 
earned to the Lord and since then he has accepted 
Christ as his personal Saviour. Have you? This js 
the most important decision you’ll ever make jn 
your whole life, for it determines your eternal 
destiny. —Mary Reid Hamilton. 





Is There An Everlasting Hell? 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Jewell Valley, Va. 


Some say yes, and some say no, but what does 
God say in his revealed will in the Bible? Shall we 
believe God. It may not always be easy to believe 
but it is always safe. 


“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself, but he that believeth not God 
hath made Him a liar, because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of His Son. And this is the 
record that God hath given unto us eternal life 
and this life is in His Son: He that hath the Son 
hath life and he that hath not the Son hath not 
life.” I should think it would be a very serious 
thing to make God a liar. What does Jesus the Son 
of God say about Hell? “And if thine eye offend 
thee pluck it out: It is better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire: where the worm 
dieth not and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 
9:47-48.) 


In the Judgment scene, in Matthew the 25th 
Chapter, he says unto those on his right hand, 
“Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world,” and to those on the left he said, “Depart 
from me ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels, and these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
unto life eternal.” 


The Apostle Paul, an inspired man, wrote in II 
Thessalonians 1:7-9, “The Lord Jesus shall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his power, when he shall come 
to be glorified in his saints and to be admired in 
all them that believe.” Take these words, “ever- 
lasting fire,” ‘everlasting punishment,” ‘“ever- 
lasting destruction,” “hell fire, where the worm 
dieth not and the fire is not quenched.” The same 
Greek words that tell us that God is everlasting 
tell us heaven and hell are everlasting. Jesus and 
Paul, and John also, had much to say about 
“eternal life.”” Are we going to believe what they 
say about eternal life and not believe what they 
say about eternal punishment? Are we going to 
believe what they say about heaven and refuse to 
believe what they say about hell? Are we going 
to make God a liar by not believing the record 
that God gave His Son? 


Would it not be much better and safer to “re- 
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pent of sin and believs and to urge 
others to repent and believe than to deny the plain 
teachings of God’s word, and to encourage sinners 
to live on in sin until death ends their day of 
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mercy and brings on their day of doom? 


Let me ask some questions. Is it right for God 
at any time to punish any sinner for his sin? The 
Bible is full of instances where he has punished 
them. Was it right or just for him to punish any 
sinner at any time? If it be right for him to punish 
any one at any time, it is also right for him to 
punish every sinner every time he sins. Then it is 
right and just to punish a sinner as long as he 
continues to sin. If the sinner never ceases to sin 
either in time or eternity, it will always be right 
and just for God to punish him, If the sinner will 
not stop sinning what complaint has he if God 
continues to punish him? 


A man lives a sinful life—he starts a chain of 
evil influence that goes down the centuries ruining 
generations of people that are not yet born. Who 
can say what his sin deserves? Only a God of in- 
finite wisdom, who sees the end from the beginning, 
can measure the evil influence of a single sinner’s 
life, and he alone can judge what sin deserves. 
He, and He alone, is competent to assess the 
reward of the righteous or determine the punish- 
ment of the wicked. 


God has provided a way to escape from sin and 
hell. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, suffered the 
agonies of hell on the cross of Calvary in the sin- 
ner’s place. Salvation is freely offered to all who 
will accept it by faith in Jesus Christ. Eternal life 
can be had for the asking. Whosoever will may 
come and take of the water of life freely. Who- 
soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. But if the sinner will not ask, will not 
come, will not call on the name of the Lord, and 
will not accept the Savior offered him, then whose 
fault is it but his own, if God lets him have his 
own way. 


“How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
a salvation?”—Hebrews 2:3. There is no escape, 
and there ought not to be any escape for those 
who despise the riches of his goodness and for- 
bearance, and long suffering, when the goodness 
of God is meant to lead them to repentance.—Read 
Romans 2:1-11. 


© 9 


“The Bible would speak its word for the World 
Family as well as for our individual homes, Jesus 
said that all who heard the Word of God and kept 
it were His relatives. What makes us brothers 1s 
not the nation to which we are proud to belong, 
the color of our skin, or the language of our tongue. 
It is our relation to God that proclaims us members 
of the same family, whatever our race or creed. 
As we work toward this true brotherhood of man, 
we are making it possible for the Bible to speak 
today.” —Charles M. Laymon. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


Memorial services held by the Mexico Mission 
for Mrs, Sammie Askew Myers, on January 26, 
1947, in Coyoacan, D. F., Mexico. 


(1) Hymn No. 453, “When Morning Gilds The 
Sky,” one of Mrs. Myers’ favorite hymns; (2) 
Prayer, by Dr. H. L. Ross; (3) Scripture Reading, 
John 14:1-6 - Rev. 21:1-7 - 22:1-5, by Dr. J, O. 
Shelby, and a brief message; (4) The Resolutions 
of the Mission were read by Miss Lettie Beaty. 


Resolutions In Regard To 
Mrs. Z. V. Myers 


Whereas, God in His providence, has seen fit to 
take to Himself, on January 16, 1947, our beloved 
fellow missionary, Mrs. Sammie Askew Myers, wife 
of Mr. Z. V. Myers, mother of Z. V. Myers, Jr., 
and Mrs. Katherine Myers Bassett, and sister of 
Mrs. R. C. Morrow, after years of faithful service 
as a member of the Mexican Mission; and, 


Whereas, we were witnesses of her labors in 
various fields of service, namely, the production of 
literature for religious education, the training of 
young people, the improvement of church music, 
the organization of the women of the Mexican 
Church, and her keeping the home church in- 
formed about the work of the mission field; and, 


Whereas, she came into mission work, not under 
the usual appointment and did not have the usual 
opportunities for studying Spanish, but, neverthe- 
less, mastered the language and became proficient 
in teaching in it, and this in spite of physical 
handicaps that would have overwhelmed a lesser 
spirit; and, 


Whereas, in spite of her brilliant mind and 
sound judgment, she always exhibited humility 
and consecration, and by her appreciation of her 
fellow missionaries inspired them to accomplish 
what they otherwise would not have done; now, 
therefore, be it resolved: 


1, That we record our gratitude to our Heavenly 
Father for having allowed us the privilege of her 
friendship during these years that she served in 
our Mission, and that we reconsecrate ourselves to 
the unfinished task to which she gave her life— 
the making of the Lord Jesus known to the Mex- 
ican people; 


2. That we express deep sympathy to the be- 
reaved family and relatives, wishing for them the 
ministrations of the Comforter and the consolation 
of the Christian’s hope, now the hope of being re- 
united with her gives us a deeper meaning to that 
hope; and, 


3. That the great vacancy in our Mission be 
made known to the young people of our Church 
so that they may appreciate the urgent need for 
missionaries to give themselves to the work of 
evangelizing Mexico, and that those of the Lord’s 
choosing may offer themselves for the work; and, 


4. That these resolutions be spread on the min- 
utes of our Mission Meeting, and a copy be sent 


to the Myers family and to Mrs. R. C. Morrow. 


5. Miss Alice McClelland sang Hymn No. 418 as 
a special solo. 


6. Mrs. H. L. Ross read a memorial to Mrs. 
Myers. 


Memorial To Mrs. Sammie 


Askew Myers 


In trying to put jnto words a little tribute to 
our dear friend and fellow worker, Mrs, Sammie 
Askew Myers, I feel inarticulate before the mem- 
ories I have of her life and service in our midst. 
But I know that each of you who had the privilege 
of living near her and being blessed with her quick 
understanding and deep love will be suppelmenting 
with your own eloquent memories of my own in- 
adequate words. 


Mr. Ross and I first knew Mrs. Myers in the 
Askew home, in Atlanta, Ga., in 1913, shortly be- 
fore her marriage, a beautiful young woman nat- 
urally immersed in her trousseau and plans for a 
new home. I was impressed by the fact that at 
such a time, when most girls are too self-absorbed 
to think of others, she was full of wide interest in 
us as missionaries and sympathetic understanding 
of our experiences and aspirations. 


Mr. and Mrs. Myers, with their two children, 
Vance and Katherine, came to Zitacuaro, Mexico, 
in 1926, at first as short-term workers to help Mr. 
and Mrs. Morrow in the Graybill Memorial School. 
They were shortly called into full-time service, not 
only by the Mission but by their own deep con- 
viction of Mexico’s great spiritual need. Those of 
us who knew Mrs. Myers, will remember her pain- 
ful heart-searching in times of crises and at this 
moment of important decision I recall how she 
turned all her powers of introspection upon the 
thoughts and intents of her heart. 


It was during such times that we became prayer 
partners, and I found these experiences a means 
of deepening my own prayer life. Her physical 
suffering and consequent loss of sleep plunged her 
at times into discouragement and it was often my 
privilege to see her get the light and joy her be- 
loved Master had in store for her. She had varied 
gifts: she as an expert teacher, and for two years, 
1924 to 1926, just when I needed it most, she 
took over the teaching of our three oldest children, 
Hervey, Mary Wilson, and Isabel, While not pre- 
tending any extensive knowledge of music, she 
made herself very useful in teaching solfeggio and 
group singing to the Manga de Clavo school boys. 
I have a very vivid memory of her propped up in 
bed in one of her prostrating attacks of asthma, 
planning a course of study or writing a Christmas 
service for use in the Mexican Church. She loved 
the Manga de Clavo School boys and did many 
things to brighten their lives. Most of all, her con- 
cern was for their spiritual growth and she prayed 
much for them. 


After twelve years of service in Mexico, Mr. and 
Mrs. Myers were transferred to Kingsville, Tex., 
by the advice of the doctors in an effort to better 
her serious physical condition. There they helped 
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in Tex-Mex and Mrs. Myers continued her work 
among Mexican women and her activities in pro- 
moting Spanish literature for the Mexican youth. 


Mrs. Myers was a very devoted wife and mother 
and we see the fruits of her wise counsel and fer- 
vent intercession in the lives of her children. She 
was an unexcelled friend, faithful in her love and 
abundant service to those whom she was bound by 
ties of friendship. 


She was always a wise member of the Mission, 
especially in our annual meetings, constructive in 
suggestions and farseeing in her policies. Person- 
ally I miss her sorely; so often when perplexing 
questions arose she would say to me: “Let us go 
to our room and pray; we are in confusion and 
only God can give us light.” 


On January 16, while in Richmond, Va., death 
came to her very suddenly. Just one sweet, clear 
call from her dear Lord was all that was needed 
to sever body and spirit and in one moment she 
was face to face with Him whom she loved su- 
premely. Her hand dropped lifeless from the tasks 
which absorbed her here and she entered into the 
activities of Heaven, freed forever from partial 
accomplishment and heart-breaking disappoint- 
ments. There she will never again pass long nights 
of pain, for there is no night there; the tears are 
wiped forever from her eyes and her spirit re- 
joices in perfect communion with the Master. 


I see an expression of God’s love in her instant 
entrance into the larger life. Sam had a dread of 
death; she was not afraid, but her heart was in- 
tensely bound to those she loved and the thought 
of parting from them was painful to her. Often 
when she and I were called on to form programs 
for services, she would say: “Please let us not 
sing the last verse of this hymn because it speaks 
of the pain and struggle of death.’”? So I as one 
who loved and understood her, like to think she 
did not have to pass through the valley but slipped 
painlessly into the light and joy of the Heavenly 
Home and the Blessed Presence. But as we think 
of her there, we are here with our hands still full 
of the great task before us. I pray that in this 
hour of sorrowing for her we may take up her 
mission of intercession; that we may boldly try 
God in all times of difficulties for we will find 
Him infinite in love and power and willingness to 
bless us. We will miss her beside us in the task 
but let us not doubt that Christ our Lord is walk- 
ing even closer to us to strengthen, guide and 
comfort. 


7. Hymn No. 67 was sung by all the Mission. 
8. Mr. R. C. Morrow led in prayer. 


9. Hymn No. 421, “Asleep In Jesus,” was sung 
by all. 


Foreign Missions Candidate 
Secretary In Mexico 


Rev. R. T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary of the 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, is in 
Mexico, studying the work and particularly the 
personnel needs of our Mexican mission field. He 
writes from Mexico City: 


Our work here extends in two directions from 
Mexico City. One part follows the highway directly 
west toward the towns of Zitacuaro and Morelia, 
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with mission points off in the mountains al] along 
the way, This was the part of the trip I took with 
Dr. Hervey Ross beginning last Saturday. I spent 
Sunday in Zitacuaro, where I spoke twice on Sun. 
day. Monday I went out to Jungapeo, one of the 
villages where we have work, and Tuesday to Mo. 
relia. Tuesday night we went down to Uruapan, 
where we have work, and Tuesday night to the 
voleano at Paracutin. The voleano was a sight I 
shall never forget, belching out great volumes of 
molten rock and smoke. We drove back to Morelia 
that night, leaving the voleano at 1:00 A.M., and 
reaching Morelia at 6:00 A.M. We slept most of 
the day and I spoke at the prayer meeting service 
of the Morelia Church that night. Yesterday we 
came back to Mexico City. 


Mr. McLendon has already come to take me out 
on the second leg of my journey. This leg of the 
trip will cover the other part of our work here in 
Mexico, which extends directly south of Mexico 
City. We are to go to Chilpincingo today, a city 
about 150 or 200 miles south of here. Tomorrow 
I go by horseback to a little village way up in the 
mountains, La Reforma, where a Christian En- 
deavor Convention is being held. I will be there 
through Sunday, The rest of the week will be 
spent visiting the towns and villages in that area. 
We will return to Mexico City next Thursday, and 
on Friday the missionaries who live here in the 
city are planning a reception for me, to which 
they are inviting the Protestant leaders and mis- 
sionaries of all denominations in this city. They 
are certainly entertaining me in a wonderful way 
and I am gaining a real insight into the needs 
here. 


One feature of the trip has been to work out 
with them a ten-year program as to equipment and 
personne] needs. I will not have time to go into 
that here, but it will give us a real basis for our 
work in the years just ahead. 


This is a most interesting country and a most 
needy one. These people need the Gospel more 
than anything else I know of. I only hope that our 
Church will have the vision and the generosity to 
provide the personnel and the equipment needed 
to evangelize our portion of the Mexican field. 


—_——_>———_— 


Mexican Mission Meeting 


The Mexican Mission Meeting was held in Co 
yoacan, Federal District, opening on the morning 
of January 23 and closing at noon on February 1. 
The meetings were held in one of the rooms of the 
newly purchased house which is to be used as & 
dormitory-library for the Seminary. Every mis 
sionary in the country was present, including the 
ten children of the young couples. 


We were quite saddened on our arrival to hear 
of the sudden death of Mrs. Z. V. Myers, A simple 
memorial service was held for her on Sunday after- 


noon, January 26, with appropriate resolutions and 
memorial. 


Reverend R. T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary of 
the Executive Committee, arrived on January 24 
to attend our meetings. He led our Devotional 
Hour each morning and inspired us to fresh zeal 
by his challenging lessons on the Book of Acts. He 
prolonged his stay for two weeks after Mission 
Meeting in order to visit our various mission st 
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tions, that he might tell from first-hand observa- 
tion of the work being done and the great need 
for more workers. 


Aside from the usual problems and plans for 
spreading the Gospel in Mexico, we drew up a pro- 
gram for enlarging our Mission during the next 
ten years; asking for an increase in personnel and 
equipment. Plans were discussed for opening up 


_ 


new medical work in the State of Guerrero. 


We held Communion Service in the evening of 
January 28, in the Coyoacan Presbyterian Church, 
with two Mexican ministers administering. It was 
my first Communion in a foreign language, and I 
was impressed by the fact that in such a service 
there is a unity that bridges the gulf of strange 
words. —Octavia Sizer. 





Rejected In Nazareth 


By Rev. Alva Hardie 


Former Missionary To Brazil 
Now Honorably Retired 


In making the rounds of our vast field in a 
part of the enormous state of Minas, in South 
Brazil, my colportor Egydio and I came to the town 
of Ibituruna where we spent a day and night and 
preached the Gospel. 


A young man from the town named Nazareth was 
in Ibituruna and attended our meeting and after- 
wards asked me when I could go over to his town 
and preach that sermon to his people who had 
never heard the ‘Protestant Gospel.” I told him 
that my itinerary was made out for that trip but 
that I would try to go the next time we visited 
that part of our field. He seemed pleased and said: 
“When you find you can come, write me at 
Nazareth, and, by the way, my mother runs the 
hotel there, so just go to her place and tell her I 
sent you.” 


Some two months later I wrote him that I would 
be there on a certain day, The colportor and I 
went to Ibituruna on the train and there we hired 
horses and rode across country the twelve miles 
to Nazareth. 


Arriving there, we inquired about the hotel and 
were directed to a one-story, tile-roofed, white- 
washed house of many windows and one door in 
the center of the little town, on a corner of what 
was termed the “largo,’’ just a wider space about 
halfway of a long, straggling street, really a road 
along which the houses had been built. We rode 
up in front of the house where there was a huge 
shade tree and got off our horses, conscious of 
being watched with interest by a group of people 
seated along a stone walk, or parapet, that sup- 


ported the house on the two sides bordering on 
the street. 


When we walked toward the group a stout, 
elderly woman clad in a two-piece calico dress 
composed of a very full, long skirt and a loose 
jacket, buttoned up the front to her neck, and 
Wearing a small, black shaw] round her shoulders, 
arose and with the dignity of a duchess awaited 
us, and when we had doffed our hats and said “Boa 
tarde” to all the group in general, she said, “Good 
afternoon, gentlemen; come in.” 


With our hats still held in our hands we followed 
‘er in and then she turned and said: “I suppose 
you are traveling aselsmen and want rooms?” 


“ 

We want rooms, but we are not ‘drummers’.” 
“ . . 

Who are you then and what is your business?” 


“ es 
h We are ministers of the Gospel and have come 
re at your son’s invitation, to preach.” 


“What? Protestants!!” 


“Yes, that is what some call us.” 


“Well, if that’s what you are you can’t stay in 
my hotel, so do me the favor to leave at once.” 


“But, my good woman, your son invited us and 
told us to come to this hotel.” 


“My son isn’t in town, and besides, he has noth- 
_ to do with my hotel, so have the goodness to 
eave. 


“But, don’t you take in the traveling-men, and 
even gamblers. and such people, and isn’t the 
hotel for every one who comes?” 


“Yes, I take in ’gamblers and such people,’ but 
not Protestants! Why, the ‘santo padre’ would 
excommunicate me if I did, so you will do me the 
favor of leaving immediately!” 


It does no good to argue with a fanatical woman, 
so I said to her, “Can you tell me where the mayor 
of this town lives?” and she pointed out a brown 
house about a block away. We said goodbye to her, 
and walked out the front door and down the stone 
steps went over to see the mayor and find out if 
he would use his influence with the lady and tell 
her she could not refuse the only hotel in the place 
to two men who had come there at the invitations 
of one of their citizens. 


When I told him the story he said: “No, I can’t 
do anything about it. That’s her house and she 
can do what she likes with it.” 


I said to him, “Then it is up to you to take care 
of us for the night, but he excused himself by 
saying that he had a big family and his house was 
small, and he could do nothing for us. 


As we walked back to where we had left our 
horses I said to Egydio, “Well, I guess we’ll have 
to spend the night under this tree.” Then I re- 
membered Him whose we were and whom we 
served and I said to my silent and dejected com- 
panion, “No, no—God never fails His own—get 
out your Bibles and Testaments and we’ll go from 
door to door, and surely we’ll find some place 
where we can stay tonight.” . 


There was only one street of any importance in 
the town and we started at one end of it, Egydio on 
one side and I on the other, and, stopping at every 
door as we went along, we offered our books for 
sale, hoping all the time to find some place to stay 
that night, 


No one wanted to buy books, many giving the 
excuse “I can’t see,” meaning “I don’t know how 
to read.” 
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Finally, almost at the end of my row, I came to 
an open door where I saw an elderly man seated on 
a bench in the bare front room. I stopped and as I 
clapped my hands to indicate that I wished to speak 
to anyone there who could come to the door, I 
looked in and seeing that there was nothing in’ the 
room the thought came to me that this might be 
the place where we would spend the night, as it 
was growing late and the situation was desperate. 


The man arose and came to the door and I 
began by saving. “Would vou like to buv a Bible, 
the Word of God?” He said no, he didn’t know how 


to read. I said. “But isn’t there some one here 
who can read?” 


“No, there’s no one here but my wife, and she 
can’t read.” 


Then I just stepped inside, and without waiting 
for an invitation, sat down on the bench and said. 
“How would vou like to hear something read from 
the book?“ and beran reading from the fourteenth 
chapter of John. He listened to the marvelcus 
words of our Lord and when I stopped he said: 
“It is verv beautiful and if I could read I would 
buy that book.” 


After talking to him a few minutes I felt like ke 
micht be in svmpathy with this stranger within his 
walls, so I asked if anvone slept in that little front 
room. He looked surprised and said: “No, why?” 
T then told him of our predicament, that having 
been ejected from the hotel we would probablv 
have to stav with our horses under the tree until 
morning unless he would let us spend the night in 
his front room. 


Startled, he said quickly: “Oh, no—I can’t 
do it!” 


Then, beginning to argue with him, I asked him 
if he liked his home town and he replied: “Oh yes, 
of course.’”’ And then I asked him if he thought it 
would look well for Nazareth and its peonvle if it 
were known that two men were refused at his 
hotel and that there wasn’t a charitable soul in 
the place who would onen the door to the strangers 
for one night and they’d stayed under the big 


tree with their horses until they could leave in the 
morning. 


He thought for a moment, then said: “Well, 
that does look serious.” And getting up, he went 
in to the back vart of the house, and after a while 


came back and said: “You can stay here if you 
wish.” 


I went to the door and signaled to Egydio to 
come on over. I told him I’d found a vlace and he 
could go back and get the horses. which he did, 
and we brought in the saddles, saddlebags and our 
raincoats and bundles, after which the tired ani- 


mals were tethered in a field at the back of the 
house. 


I continued to read to the man about Jesus 
Christ, His love for fallen mankind and His sacri- 
fice to save and bring us to God. After a while he 
said: “If you two men were put out of the hotel 
vou probably haven’t had supper.” And we said: 
“Oh, that’s all right—we’ll get back to Ibituruna 
tomorrow in time for lunch.” 


He disappeared once more into the other part 
of the house, then we heard his slippers slip- 
slapping against his bare heels as he returned and 
again took his seat on one of the four-legged 
square stools with rawhide seats that he brought 


— 


out some time before while we were unsaddlng 
the horses. The three of us went on talking for g 
while and then a woman appeared at the inner 
door and said simply: “It’s ready.” 


To our surprise the man arose and _ said: 
“Let’s eat.” 


Although we demurred and protested that we 
had no desire to cause trouble, we were quite will. 
ing to follow him to the little dining room off the 
kitchen where there was a small table on which 
were laid plates, spoons and knives, and some 
dishes. of warmed-over rice, beans and meat. We 
sat down, and did it smell good to our famished 
nostrils at that late hour! 


The man picked up a bottle of “‘achaca” (whis- 
key made from sugar cane) and said: “This will 
open up your appetite.” And I said: “Wait a min- 
ute, we don’t need an appetizer, and besides, nei- 
ther of us ever drinks whiskey, so if you’ll excuse 
us I’d like to ask the blessing now before we begin 
to eat.” 


Looking at me as if he thought I’d gone crazy 
he asked: “What’s that?” 


“Just keep quiet a minute if you please,” and 
Egydio and I bowed our heads while I thanked God 
for the food and shelter and asked His blessing 
upon the kind couple who had given us a place for 
the night in their home. 


When I raised my head I saw the man look at 
the woman and heard him say to her, “‘That’s what 
we need,” and they did need the blessed influence 
of the Gospel, for they were living together though 
not married according to their country’s law. 


After the supper had been thoroughly enjoyed 
by us both, we men returned to the front room 
and continued talking for some time. The woman 
listened from the back part of the house, as It 
would have been unseemly for her to come for- 
ward and sit in the company of men. 


Egydio and I were tired, and sore as well, from 
the long ride on those rough horses, so I finally 
broached the subject of rest to our host, telling 
him that we were sleepy and tired, and if he 
would excuse us we would spread our saddle 
blankets on the floor and go to sleep. 


The old gentleman arose and said once mofe, 
“Wait a bit,” and went back to headquarters. Soon 
he returned and said to me, “Come this way. 


He led me to a small back room where there 
was a bed made up with fresh sheets and a white 
spread. On the floor beside the bed there was 4 
basin of hot water for my feet, and they did need 
it after the tramping I’d done that day in the 
thick red dust! So I bathed my feet and got into 
that bed and, oh, how thankful I was that I was 
there instead of lying on the damp saddle-blankets 
spread on the dirt floor. 


There was also a bed for Egydio and we were 


both happy knowing. that God takes care of His 
own. 


We slept ... oh how we did sleep! and nex! 
morning we got up, caught and saddled our horses 
drank the hot and fragrant black coffee our hos 
offered us, thanked them, and with the customary 
Brazilian embrace bade our kind friend “Adeus 
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AN OPEN LETTER 


(Continued from Page 4) 

“In Scott County, Mississippi, the Northern 
Church by Court Action, took from the Cumberland 
Presbyterians, their church buildings and refused 
io let these Cumberland Presbyterians worship in 
their own churches, although the Northern Church 
had no members in this section. And those buildings 
hve been for years unoccupied and have been 
rotting down, while the christians who built them 
were denied the right to worship in them.” 


(4) Is the Northern Presbyterian Church 
actuated by a sincere desire to combine in one 
Church all of the Presbyterians in this Country? 


Well, if you think so, how do you go about 
explaining this? For the last decade Commissioners 
of the Northern (Presbyterian Church and the 
Episcopal Church have been meeting at intervals 
to work out a proposed plan of union between 
those two Churches. No one knows what kind of a 
church will eventually come out of this proposed 
coalition. But, this you can be sure of; it will not 
bea church in any way acceptable to our Southern 
Presbyterians. 


As late as 1942 in a meeting of those Commis- 
sioners, the Episcopalians were told, “We do not 
need to consider the Southern Presbyterians at all.” 
Does this mean that our Northern Presbyterian 
Brethren have given up hope of union with us, or, 
does it rather mean that in their thoughts, we are 
so small as not to merit any consideration at all? 
And if their thoughts do run that way, does it not 
mean, that if Re-Union is ever consumated between 
or Churches that the agreement necessary 
thereto, will be to them, “Just another scrap of 
paper.” 


(5) And lastly, is there a preponderant desire 
for Re-Union among the membership of our Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church? 


I don’t think so! In 1939 a majority of our 


Presbyteries expressed themselves as opposed to 
re-union. 


As late as the Spring of 1946, The Presbyterian 
Outlook made a poll on the question of Re-Union. 
The result of this poll, as expressed in the words 
of “The Presbyterian,” U.S.A. conservative 


weekly, published in Philadelphia, Pa., gives the 
following: 


Flatly opposed to re-union 

pposed to union if there was any consider- 

able opposition 32% 
Favoring union only as soon as practicable 39% 


“The Presbyterian” says: “We have always fa- 
vored the Union, but have never had any great 
hope of living to see its consummation.” 


In conclusion I would like to say: there is no 
teal merit in this proposed Re-Union, at least the 
most voluble of its proponents have failed signally 


0 point to any advantages which might accrue to 
ow Church. 


_ Our Church is now happy, united and successful 
in her work. Her glorious history of 86 years of 
achievement in our Master’s service is something 
that we can point to with pride. 


Open your eyes, you Southern Presbyterians, you 
with your glorious heritage, Get busy and help us 
defeat this movement, the only possible result of 
which, will be the absolute destruction of our 
‘loved Southern Presbyterian Church. 





— . 


An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian influ- 
ence, or the memory of a loved one, is to establish 
a permanent fund on the books of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the 
support of Foreign Missions—a perennial contri- 
bution in your name or in that of your loved one. 


Permanent funds may be started with a small 
amount and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers and 
employees, pledge themselves to strive earnestly to 
meet the responsibility placed in their hands in 
making your gift accomplish the utmost for His 
Kingdom around the world. 


VULLTLLTTTL 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how they 
are made and used, write: 


CURRY B, HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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General Church News 


Rev. Eugene L. Daniel Resumes 
Studies In Preparation For 
Foreign Mission Service 


Rev. Eugene L. Daniel, of Atlanta, Ga., has 
made a splendid record as Special Representative 
of the War Relief Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. After a year of service with this 
Committee, and with a notably successful record 
behind him, Mr. Daniel has now resumed his studies 
in preparation for Foreign Mission service. 


Coming to the work of the War Relief Committee 
in April 1946, Mr, Daniel has directed a special 
campaign for War Relief in our Church, in close 
association with the Chairman of the Committee, 
Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Th.D., of Atlanta. It 
has been largely under his direction and in response 
to the appeals which he has made, that the large 
offering for War Relief this year, nearly $300,000. 
has been obtained. In addition, a large amount of 
material aid for suffering people throughout the 
world has been contributed. Mr. Daniel who served 
as a chaplain in the war and who was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star, came 
to this work after a rigorous army service in 
Europe and Africa, and after two years detention 
as a prisoner-of-war in Germany. He is a graduate 
of Georgia Tech and Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, and is now resuming his studies in Princeton 
Theological Seminary prior to accepting service as 
a missionary of our Church in Korea. 


Mr. Daniel carries the respect and the deep 
appreciation of the Church for the service in this 
important emergency that he has so well rendered. 


Mr. Roy LeCraw, a layman from Atlanta, has 
succeeded Mr, Daniel in the leadership of this 
important work. 
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Church Music Institute Is Held In 
Central Church, Atlanta, Ga. 


John Milton Kelly, Director of Church Music for 
the Department of Christian Education of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., conducted the Second 
Annual Church Music Institute at Central Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, Georgia, February 6 to 
9, 1947. More than 250 organists, singers, conduc- 
tors and ministers from 41 churches attended the 
sessions in choral methods, conducting, choral 
organization, repertoire, and worship. 


The great choir of the Institute—about 200 
voices—rehearsed three evenings under Mr. Kelly’s 
direction and then concluded the Institute with a 
worship service on Sunday afternoon. The following 
choral] music was sung in this service: Gretchanin- 
off, “Come and Let Us Worship;’”? Bach, “Now Let 
Heaven and Earth Adore Thee;” Tkach, “To Thee 
We Sing;” Marryott, ““Blessed Savior’; Thompson, 
“Show Me Thy Way”; Schilling, “Easter Flowers”; 
Baird, “Easter Alleluia’; Dickinson, “Great and 
Glorious.” The Dickinson anthem was performed 
with brass quartet and was the climax of the 
service. For the prelude Dr. Charles A. Sheldon, Jr., 
played “Almand” by Michael Festing and the 
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Bach Chorale Prelude, “I Call To Thee, Lorg 
Jesus Christ.” Claribel Clark Taylor played the 
service and accompanied the Institute Choir. As 
postlude she performed the Karg Elert Chorale 
Prelude, “Now Thank We All Our God.” 


This entire service was recorded and the records 
were studied by the choirs following the service, 
Radio Station WSB broadcast a fifteen minute 
program of transcriptions of the choral part of the 
service on February 17. 


One of the features of the Institute was the 
study and interpretation of hymns. Mr, Kelly is an 
expert in this field and his interpretations of the 
thought and mood of hymns was a real inspiration, 
Much time was given to this phase of the musical 
ministry in the choir classes and five hymns were 
included in the Sunday worship service. Mr. Kelly 
interpreted three of these with the capacity con- 
gregation and succeeded in obtaining vital and im- 
pressive religious expression. The recordings of 
this congregational singing make an_ interesting 
study for they show the improvement made by this 
type of spiritual interpretation. 


Two Junior Choir demonstrations were included 
in the Institute program. These were regular re- 
hearsals of the Carol Choir of Central Presbyterian 
Church and the Cherub Choir of the First Baptist 
Church. A discussion period followed each rehearsal. 


Dr. Carl Weinrich, one of America’s foremost 
concert organists, gave a recital at Spelman College 
on Friday afternoon and played an impromptu re- 
cital at Central Church for members of the Institute 
late Friday evening. It was received with great 
enthusiasm and appreciation. 


The Institute was presented as a contribution to 
the development of the musical ministry of the 
Atlanta metropolitan area by Central Presbyterian 
Church, Rev. Hubert Vance Taylor, Minister of 
Music; Claribel Clark Taylor, Organist. 


Christian Youth Week Observed 
At Union High School 
Union, S. C. 


Recently we conducted at the Union High School 
an experiment that we consider of paramount 
importance. Rev. Benson Sloan, First Presbyterian 
Church, Rev. D. A. Clyburn, Grace Methodist 
Church, and Rev, F. M. Warden, First Baptist 
Church, conceived the idea of having a week of 
religious services to be held for one hour each day 
during the regular schoo] day. The idea was strongly 
supported by the other ministers of our city and by 
the school officials. We say that it was an expert 
ment because it was something which had never 
been tried before in our high school nor in any 0 
the schools in our vicinity. 


The services of Mr. W. E. Hardin, Pastor of the 
Methodist Church of Clemson, were secured fo 
the week. The expenses were borne by the three 
downtown churches. 


Our students were invited, but not required, t 
attend the services. Study halls were provided for 
those who preferred to go there. However, we ha 
the pleasure throughout the week of seeing ou 
auditorium packed to capacity and our study halls 
practically empty. 
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The services were carried out with all the re- 
yerential dignity of a regular church service. The 
quditorium stage was simply, but beautifully, 
decorated with flowers and ferns. A choir of 
gecially chosen students led group singing and 
ang special numbers. Each day the student leader 
who presided read the scripture lesson, and one of 
the local ministers led the opening prayer. 


Mr. Hardin’s messages were forceful, clear cut, 
and intelligible to the youngest student present. 
There was an orginality in thought that appealed to 
and impressed the students and faculty alike, For 
instance, the topic that was chosen for the first 
day, “The Modern Hypocrite,” presented a novel 
idea. Mr. Hardin pointed out the astounding fact 
that the modern hypocrite, as opposed to the com- 
monly accepted conception, is not a person who 
lays claim to virtues which are foreign to him, but 
a person who denies the virtues which are innately 
his and pretends to be much worse than he is. 


His other topics of the week, “The Danger of 
Emptiness,” “The Fun of Living Right,” “Give God 
a Break,” and “The Person I Was Meant to Be” 
were equally as interesting and original. 


Throughout the week Mr. Hardin attempted to 
eradicate the too commonly prevalent idea that 
religion is only for those who have a pronounced 
taste for sackcloth and ashes. He repeatedly em- 
phasized the joyousness of Christian living and 
portrayed the Christian as the happiest of God’s 
creatures. 


Following each address forums were held on 
three topics chosen by the students, from a group 
of ten. The forums gave ample opportunity for the 
student to express his own opinion and to ask 
questions. From the enthusiasm of student participa- 
tion it was evident that those three topics were 
very profitably discussed: ‘‘Love, Courtship, and 
Marriage,” “Standards of Right and Wrong,” and 
“How Shall I Invest My Life?”’, conducted by D. 


A. Clyburn, F. M. Warden, J. B. Sloan, and Clyde 
Moody. 


We feel that this is by far the most successful 
and far-reaching innovation that has come into our 
school year for some time, The response of our 
students was overwhelmingly gratifying. Their un- 
solicited opinion piled up argument for making 
Christian Youth Week an annual event. 


To demonstrate their enthusiasm we might cite 
this incident. No mention had been made of taking 
an offering of any sort. On the morning of the 
last day of the week, the president of the student 
body suggested that students be allowed to make a 
free-will offering at the end of their first period 
classes for the purpose of buying a gift for Mr. 
lardin. Each teacher allowed the students in her 
first period class to contribute. The offering 
amounted to more than fifty dollars, and the 
students presented to Mr. Hardin a handsome pen 
and pencil set. 


From the favorable reactions of pupils, teachers, 
and ministers, and the public generally, we are led 
. the conclusion that Christian Youth Week should 
fcome an annual event in our school. 
T. C. Jolly, 
Supt. of City Schools, 
Union, S. C. 
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your money 
to work 


Why not erect a memorial hospital to the 
memory of some loved one, “not lost but gone 
before?” Or an outpost chapel in connection 
with the work of the church of which you are 
a member? Or some enterprise you are espe- 
cially interested in? 


Then endow this investment for God by leav- 
ing in your will an amount to maintain and 
“carry on,” and: let the Presbyterian Founda- 
tion be your executor. Write for information. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDA7sION 


Commercial National Bank Building 


Charlotte ... North Carolina 








Montreat High School And 
College Courses 


Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships. Catalog. 


DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 
P. O. Box “S” Montreat, N. C. 











PIII OIL Be 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE ¢ 
Begin September, January, June or July 2 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses & 
leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 
Business Administration. _ 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics, 


Vocational Courses Prepare to Operate 
Own Business. 


Apartments Available for Married Students. % 
Registration Fee $5.00 


P. O. Box B-4 





Maxton, N. C. 2 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


——— 


Have You Considered Him? By Wilbur M. Smith. 
Published by the Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago, Ill. Price 15 cents. An unusually fine tract 


dealing with the question, “Whom say ye that I 
am?’ 


Junior Object Sermons. By Jacob J. Sessler, Ph. 
D, Published by Fleming H. Revel Company, New 
York, N. Y. Price, $1.25. A series of children’s 
story talks. Both subjects and material will grip the 
attention of children. 


Compel Them To Come In. By D. C. Hennig. 
Published by the Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Missouri. Price, 10 cents. A little booklet 
dealing with familiar excuses for the non-attendance 
of Church. Although written from the Lutheran 


point of view it will be helpful to any denomina- 
tion. 


Rejoice In The Lord Alway. By Rudolph Prange. 
Published by the Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Missouri. Price, 5 cents. Daily devotions 
with the emphasis on the duty of Christians to re- 
joice in all things. 


Train Up A Child. By Arthur L. Miller. Published 
by the Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 15 cents. Written to foster a unified effort 
on the part of the home and the Church, and to 
provide the guidance of Christian child training 
that many parents are seeking. 


Mission Rescue. Adventuring for Christ from 
Tibet to Burma. Published by the Standard Publish- 
ing Company, Eighth and Cutter, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Price, 35 cents. Pictorial illustrations of adventuring 
for Christ from Tibet to Burma. An action picture 
of young missionary heroes. 


So You Are Thinking. By S. C. Michelfelder. 
Published by the Wartburgh Press, Columbia 15, 
Ohio. Price, $1.00. Such important themes as Get- 
ting Married, Having A Family, Joining the Church, 
and Making A Will, are discussed in this little 
volume. Especially adapted to young people, but 
helpful to all ages. 


A Prelude To Love And Other Poems. By 
Andrias Bard. Published by the Lutheran Literary 
Board, Burlington, Iowa. Price, $1.00. Poems 
dealing with vital themes of life, love, and light. 


Thy Health Shall Spring Forth. By Russell Dicks. 
(Published by the McMillan Publishing Company, 
New York, N. Y. Price, $1.25. Readings in religion 
and health by one who has specialized in this field. 
A suitable gift for all who minister to the sick,— 
physicians, ministers, nurses. 


Where Art Thou? By the Right Rev. C. Aavery 
Mason. Published by Morehouse-Gorham Company, 
14 East Forty-first, New York, N. Y. Price, $1.50. 
Here the laity of the Church is addressed in chal- 
lenging tones to stop the disintegration of society 
and to rebuild Christendom on the basis of Jesus 
Christ, and His Church. 


Beyond This Darkness. By Roger L. Shinn. Pub- 
lished by the Association Press, 347 Madison Ave., 
New York 17, N. Y. Price, $1.00. Seven chapters 
based on the belief that the Christian religion 
offers abundant life by building a faith strong 
enough to be tested in any crisis including death. 
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Headquarters for 
; RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
| Fi PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS 
4 = = STOLES > EMBROIDERIES 

Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
+ Altor Bross Goods 
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« A small group of Southern Presbyterians in 
z Blue Mountain, Miss., a college town, wish to 
« erect a church of our faith. We need an over- 
t all sum of about $5,000.00. We will keep the 
% title in our own hands to avoid the suction of 
+ mergers. The writer can be inquired of from 
the President of Southwestern College, Mem- 
t phis, Tenn., or the local college, as per be- 
: low, or from the Bank of Blue Mountain. 
+ 
+ 
ay 
+ 


Rev. J. L. McKINstry 
Blue Mountain, Miss. 
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Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (U. S.) To The General 
Assembly's Training School 


For The Month Of February 
1947 1946 


$ 2,279.57 


1947 
$29,177.40 


Drs. Fulton & Elliott Coming Home 


Word has just been received in the Foreign 
Mission Office that Drs. Fulton and _ Elliott have 
reservations on the SS “General Gordon,” leavin 
Yokahoma, Japan, about March 8, and reaching 
San Francisco, Calif., about March 22. —H.K.T. 


————, 





Revelation. By M. R. DeHaan, M.D. Published 
by Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand Rapids 
Michigan. Price, $2.50. Thirty-five simple studies 
on the major themes in the Book of Revelation 
The general outline and structure of the book 
studied, but no attempt is made to present # 
exhaustive verse by verse exposition. 


That You Might Believe. By Henry M. Mors 
Published by Good Books, Inc., 111 N. Wacke 
Drive, Chicago 6, Ill. Price $1.50. The author, # 
instructor in Civil Engineering at Rice Institute” 
Houston, Texas, discusses here such subjects # 
Modern Science and The Bible, the Theory 
Evolution, the Bible in History, and Fulfillé 
Prophecy and Internal Evidences. 








